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Bombay terror attacks: Gunmen target tourists in rampage across city
Up to 100 people have been killed and around 250 more wounded in a series of
co-ordinated terror attacks by gunmen in India's commercial capital Bombay.

Police said more than 80 people had been killed and another 250 injured as blasts and gunfire were heard
across the city Photo: REUTERS

By Damien McElroy and Rahul Bedi in New Delhi
4:28AM GMT 27 Nov 2008

Britons were among dozens of hostages taken by gunmen in the attacks on hotels, cafes and a
train station. Police said six foreigners had been killed in the violence.
Westerners were rounded up by men armed with machine guns and grenades at seven locations
popular with foreign visitors, including three luxury hotels, the Taj Mahal, the Oberoi and the
Trident.
The five-star Taj Mahal was on fire last night, with reports that around 40 guests were being
held hostage.
Several people were seen being rescued from balconies.
Later in the morning, police loudspeakers declared a curfew around the Taj Mahal hotel, and
black-clad commandos ran into the building as fresh gunshots rang out from the area,
apparently the beginning of an assault on gunmen who had taken hostages in the hotel.
Ambulances were seen driving up to the entrance to the hotel and journalists were made to
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move even further back from the area.
Heavy gunfire and explosions were reported there and at the Oberoi hotel, which around 100
elite police officers were understood to have entered last night.
A militant holed up inside the Oberoi told India TV on that seven attackers were holding
hostages inside the luxury establisment.
"We want all Mujahideens held in India released and only after that we will release the people,"
he said.
Witnesses said the terrorists, thought to be linked to al-Qaeda, were specifically targeting
British and American visitors.
Police said that more than 80 people had been killed and another 250 injured as blasts and
gunfire were heard across Bombay, also known as Mumbai. Indian media put the death toll at
101.
There were also reports of an Israeli family being held hostage in a residential building in the
city. A rabbi and his family are known to own the apartment.
An organisation calling itself the Deccan Mujahideen claimed it was behind the attacks.
Security officials claimed no knowledge of the group that takes its name from the Deccan
plateau that stretches from Bombay to southern India.
Bipin Shrimali, home secretary of the state of Maharashtra, of which Bombay is the capital,
said that four suspects had been killed in two incidents when they tried to flee in cars. R R
Patil, the state's home minister, said that nine more had been arrested. At least three top Indian
police officers, including the chief of the anti-terror squad, were among those killed.
In Washington, George W Bush condemned the attacks, while Gordon Brown called them
"outrageous." David Miliband, the Foreign Secretary, said last night: "Today's attacks in
Mumbai, which have claimed many innocent victims, remind us, yet again, of the threat we
face from violent extremists,"
A series of bombings in Indian cities in recent months have been blamed on Muslim militants,
although police have also arrested suspected Hindu extremists thought to be behind some of the
attacks.
Indian military forces arrived outside the Oberoi at 2am local time and some 100 officers from
the central government's Rapid Action Force, and elite police unit, entered later.
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Terrorists had asked guests in the restaurant of the Oberoi for their nationality as they were
herded upstairs from the restaurant. "They told everybody to stop and put their hands up and
asked if there were any British or Americans," said Alex Chamberlain, a British businessman.
"My friend said to me, 'Don't be a hero, don't say you are British'. I am sure that is what this is
all about. They were talking about British and Americans specifically." In the early hours of the
morning, the army remained deployed at the Oberoi hotel but little else was known of the
situation inside.
There was also an attack on the Café Leopold, one of the most popular venues for tourists in
the city, as well as at hospitals and the police headquarters in southern Bombay, the area where
most of the attacks took place. Blood smeared the floor of the Chhatrapati Shivaji rail station,
where attackers sprayed bullets into the crowded terminal.
"I guess they were after foreigners, because they were asking for British or American
passports," said Rakesh Patel, a British citizen who lives in Hong Kong and was staying at the
Taj Mahal hotel on business.
"They had bombs. They came from the restaurant and took us up the stairs," he told the Indian
news channel NDTV, smoke stains all over his face. "Young boys, maybe 20 years old, 25
years old. They had two guns."
Gunfire was reported at the Cama Hospital, suggesting that the terrorists were seeking to
prevent the wounded from receiving medical care. Another British guest at the Taj Mahal hotel,
where the England cricket team had been staying two weeks ago, said that he had managed to
escape the terrorists after finding himself among a dozen people who were herded together by
two heavily armed men and taken up to the hotel's upper floors.
"They were very young, like boys really, wearing jeans and T-shirts," he added. "They said
they wanted anyone with British and American passports and then they took us up the stairs. I
think they wanted to take us to the roof." He said he escaped when they reached the 18th floor.
As he was speaking, there was a loud explosion from the roof of the hotel. Several European
politicians were among a group who had barricaded themselves inside the Taj Mahal, a
century-old seaside hotel complex and one of the city's best-known destinations.
They included Sajjad Karim, a Conservative MEP. He said by mobile phone: "I was in the
lobby of the hotel when gunmen came in and people started running. There were about 25 or
30 of us. Some of us split one way and some another. A gunman just stood there spraying
bullets around, right next to me. I managed to turn away and I ran into the hotel kitchen and
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then we were shunted into a restaurant in the basement. We are now in the dark in this room
and we've barricaded all the doors. It's really bad."
Mr Chamberlin a British citizen working with the Indian Premier cricket league was rounded
up by terrorists at the Oberoi hotel.
"We were having dinner at the Kandahar restaurant when we heard what we thought were
firecrackers, then we suspected gun shots, only later did we realise that a bomb had actually
gone off," he said. "They rounded us up and we scurried towards the kitchen. Gun wielding
terrorists (wearing jeans and T-shirts) asked us to drop our phones," said Mr Chamberlin.
"They spoke broken English and were all very young – around 20 years old I would say."
Rakesh Patel, a British citizen who works with HSBC bank was also a part of the same group.
"They tried to take us to the terrace. A blast went off and taking advantage of the fire I
escaped," he said.
"They tied two women up, I don't know why they did that, I don't even know how these women
could breathe."
Mr Patel, from London, was supposed to take a flight out but he has been stranded as his
passport is in his room and no one is allowed back in the hotel.
The Indian Mujahideen, a little known terrorist group thought to sympathise with al-Qaeda, has
carried out a series of attacks in India in recent months. More than 200 people were killed in
seven blasts on suburban trains and stations in July 2006 and another 46 died in two bombings
near the Gateway of India monument – close to the hotels targeted in the latest attack.
There were scenes of mayhem as staff used hotel linen and brass baggage carts to move the
injured to hospital. Bullet holes pierced the elegant façades and blood smeared the furniture of
the hotel lobbies. Gunmen also attacked the Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, formerly Victoria
station.
The first incidents, involving assault rifles and hand grenades, were recorded at the Gateway of
India.
Thousands of panicked residents, many fleeing buildings and hotels where the firing was
continuing were cowering wherever shelter was available. "There is total bedlam and nobody
knows what is going on," Badru Nissa, a Bombay resident, said. "I am terrified by the
gunshots."
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Eyewitnesses accused armed police teams of random fire after they were unable to identify
gunmen.
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