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MUMBAI: Hotel Taj Mahal Palace , one of
Mumbai's landmark establishments, continued to
be held hostage to terror on Friday. There were
wild swings between euphoria and despair but, at
the end of Friday and 48 hours after terrorists first
entered the hotel, the more-than-a-century-old
building continued to be rocked by gunshots.
The news coming from the hotel continued to be a
mix of good and bad. Seven more of the hotel's
guests were brought out to safety on Friday; but,
on the flip side, more than a hundred were still
feared trapped inside.
Two terrorists died in the gunbattle on Thursday itself, giving rise to hopes that the fight would be
over soon; but, on Friday, one National Security Guards (NSG) commando (Maj Sandeep
Unnikrishnan) died and it seemed as if multiple terror operatives were still holed up in the hotel.
Two people outside, including a TV reporter, were injured in the terrorists' firing.
Army officials said there was every likelihood of the terrorists possessing RDX with which they
might be planning to blow up the hotel. By Friday evening, more policemen, fire brigade and NSG
platoons were pressed into service.
Officials said two teams of NSG and the Army had taken charge of the ground-floor lobby and
were planning to move upwards. Mumbai Police commissioner Hasan Gafoor said only one
terrorist was still holed up inside but leaders of the other security agencies were of the opinion
that the grief they were getting could not be the handiwork of only one person.
"Two of the terrorists have been killed so far in the Taj and one is still fighting us. But we hope we
will win the battle soon," Gafoor said. But army personnel felt there could be at least four to five
more terrorists who were firing and throwing grenades from different floors to keep the security
forces at bay and show that their strength was undiminished despite the loss of two lives.
A grenade went off inside the hotel at 3.30 pm and two more exploded before six hotel guests, all
foreigners, were rescued. They were put into a waiting ambulance; there were a few women in the
group and all of them appeared relieved as the military and NSG men escorted them to the
ambulance. Just minutes earlier another trapped guest, a Bangladeshi, was freed by the NSG. But
the little cheer that the rescue brought was immediately buried under a flurry of grenade blasts.
Personnel — there were about 70 all around Taj — from the Grenadier battalion unit of Colaba
stood on guard in a row. There was one behind each pillar along buildings that housed Hotel
Diplomat and the Kashmir Shawls and Art Emporium. They said a similar operation in Srinagar
would have been over within hours as the terrain and housing there were different.
"No one can take chances here. There are so many rooms and civilians involved. We are prepared
to wait," one of them said, explaining the long hold-up. There were children, too, believed to be
trapped inside still, officials said. With telephone lines damaged, there was no information from
guests holed up in their rooms. Some windows were open at the back of the four-storeyed
building. The charred walls of some rooms stood mute testimony on the fourth floor to the acts of
terror being played out inside.
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