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Policeman fled, lied after Karkare’s team was shot
Vijay V Singh | TNN
Mumbai: A policeman attached to slain IPS officer Ashok Kamte’s unit reportedly ran away when he heard
shooting in Badruddin Tyabji Lane on the night of November 26, 2008, when Kamte, two other senior
officers and three policemen were killed. The cop even provided false information to the control room to
make it look like he was on the job, which led to confusion for the force.
Police log records show a huge number of police personnel — including those from special units — was
present near Cama Hospital on the night of the Mumbai attack, but no one offered any assistance when
Ajmal Amir Kasab and Ismail Khan fired at the officers Hemant Karkare and Kamte, inspector Vijay
Salaskar and four constables on a lane close to the hospital.
Records of the communique between the control room and cops on the field show more than
50 policemen had assembled on the lane leading to the rear entrance of the hospital after they heard IPS
officer Sadanand Date and his team were fighting the terrorists in Cama. The force had been assembling
near Cama from 11 pm onwards following requests by Date for reinforcements, but precious time was lost
in chalking out a strategy.
Karkare made his last call to the control room at 11.58 pm, when he confirmed the arrival of additional
forces at the rear of Cama. He also told the control room about their plans to conduct a survey of the area.
Karkare, Kamte, Salaskar and four constables then took a Qualis, driven by Salaskar. They drove away
from the hospital’s rear gate towards the bend where the police Special Branch (SB) office is, went round
the bend and proceeded down Badruddin Tyabji Lane towards St Xavier’s College. The rest of the
policemen at Cama’s rear gate stayed behind.
Through log records it is estimated the Qualis was attacked at 12.04 am by the gunmen near St Xavier’s.
Kasab and Khan then threw out the three officers and drove off in the Qualis with the three dead constables
and constable Arun Jadhav, who they didn’t know was injured in the rear.
The police present near the
rear of the hospital neither
bothered to follow the vehicle carrying Karkare’s team nor to investigate the shooting. “Nobody even
bothered to rush to the scene of firing,’’ a senior IPS officer said.
The policeman attached to Kamte’s unit then informed the control room about the firing first at 12.19 am.
He wrongly added the information that no one was injured, possibly to imply he was at the spot, when in
reality he would’ve known the police were shot had he been there. He repeated the same message at 12.31
am. Finally, at 12.37 am, he told the control room he was a few metres from the spot but couldn’t go ahead
as the terrorists were hiding nearby. This again was a lie, as Kasab was caught by the police at Chowpatty
at around the same time.
Among other things, the false information to the control room is blamed for the police not being able to
pinpoint Karkare’s and Kamte’s position during the encounter. Karkare, Kamte and Salaskar were found
later by another police team, which gave the control room the true picture, after which two teams shifted
them to hospital at 12.47 am.
“When we confronted the constable with the call logs, he said he was scared and ran away,’’ said the
senior officer.
Another officer said , “There was a huge team of 150 policemen sent as reinforcements. Nearly 50
reached near Cama’s rear gate, while the whereabouts of the others were not clear. We should have done a
post-mortem of what the reinforcements did. We had requested the then police commissioner to do it, but it
didn’t happen.’’
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