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Surviving cop regrets giving pistol to
officer at Cama
Somit Sen, TNN Dec 21, 2008, 12.02am IST

MUMBAI: "I gave my personal pistol to an officer who was without a weapon at the Cama
hospital. It was my bad luck that I did that or I could have gunned down the two terrorists at
point-blank range,'' crime branch head constable Arun Jadhav told TOI on Friday.

Jadhav was speaking of his 15-minute ride of fear during which terrorist Ismail Khan was at
the wheel of the hijacked police Qualis and Ajmal Amir Kasab sat in the front seat on the night
of November 26. The two occupying those seats minutes before were SI Vijay Salaskar-Jadhav
was his bodyguard-and DCP As-hok Kamte, who had been kil-led by Ismail and thrown out of
the Qualis. ATS chief Hemant Karkare, who had been sitting alone in the middle seat, had also
been killed.
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The terrorists then shot at the four constables who were sitting at the rear of the SUV. "Just as
Ismail started the engine, Kasab turned around and pointed his AK-47 in our direction and I
shut my eyes and held my breath,'' Jadhav recalled. The terrorists didn't bother to throw the
bodies of the constables out of the vehicle. If they did, they wou-ld've found that only three
we-re dead, Jadhav was still alive.

As the Qualis exited the Rang Bhavan lane, where the top cops were killed, Jadhav hid behind
the middle seat. "I had a close shot at the duo from behind, but I had three bullet injuries on
my right,'' Jadhav said. He couldn't pull the trigger with that hand and that's when he thought
of the pistol in his left holster. However, he remembered that he had given it away to an
unarmed officer at Cama.

Jadhav, who has been discharged from hospital and is back home at Byculla, told TOI that
Kasab was hurling abuses in a Pathani accent. "He was laughing at the bullet-proof vests wo-rn
by our officers. At Metro Cinema junction, he started firing from his AK-47 at media people
gathered there,'' Jadhav said.

The Qualis was zipping towards Gol Masjid, when suddenly a cellphone rang inside the car.
"The mobile belonged to one of the constables,'' Jadhav said. "Kasab pointed his AK-47 at the
rear seats and fired a volley of bullets. They hit the three constables, but not a single one
touched me. I could have died in that firing.''

As the vehicle neared Churchgate station, Jadhav saw Kasab crying out in pain. "He put his
hand out of the window and shook it several times. I realised he was also severely injured,''
Jadhav said.

The distance between Churchgate and Mantralaya was covered in three minutes, when the
terrorists remained silent. "My eyes were fixed on the wireless set on the second seat.
Fortunately, the duo did not notice it,'' said the constable. "When the vehicle was near
Mantralaya, they hurled grenades and fired at a police team, which in turn, deflated the
Qualis's tyres. The terrorists slowed down the vehicle and got off near Vidhan Bhavan.''

As the two got off the police car and sped off in another hijacked vehicle (Skoda), Jadhav
pushed aside the two dead constables and reached for the wireless set. His message was: "Sab
kuch khatam ho gaya (Everything is over). I am the lone survivor in the Qualis. The duo has
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escaped in a Skoda.'' The message was relayed across south Mumbai and was instrumental in
intercepting the Skoda at Chowpatty. Ismail was gunned down and Kasab arrested.

In five minutes, a police team arrived at Vidhan Bhavan and pointed guns at the Qualis. "I
called up the control room and asked them to tell the policemen not to shoot as there was no
terrorist inside the vehicle,'' Jadhav said. The police flashed torches in his face before taking
him away in an ambulance.
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