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Arun Jadhav is the lone survivor of
the Cama hospital encounter in

which three top officers, including
then ATS chief Hemant Karkare,

were slain

By Mumbai Mirror Bureau

In an emotional testimony, constable Arun Jadhav, the
lone survivor of the gunbattle between the terrorists
and police outside Cama hospital, on Friday told the
special court how Mohammad Ajmal Qasab killed his
‘Sir’ (Inspector Vijay Salaskar) and he could do
nothing to save him. Jadhav, assistant to Salaskar,
broke down thrice during his deposition.

He contradicted Qasab’s claim that he had not fired at
anyone outside CST. An inconsolable Jadhav alleged,
“This short guy shot at my boss and other officers. He
along with his accomplice, a tall guy, shot at us
continuously and killed everyone before my eyes.”
Three noted police officers - Anti-Terrorist Squad chief
Hemant Karkare, Additional Commissioner of Police
Ashok Kamte and Inspector Vijay Salaskar - and three
constables lost their lives in the encounter.

What jadhav saw

Around 11.30 pm on November 26, Salaskar and Jadhav reached the rear gate of
Cama hospital after receiving information that terrorists had entered the premises.
Karkare and Kamte were already there.

Jadhav said, “I saw an injured policeman coming out of Cama hospital. He said
there was firing inside and that senior officer Sadanand Date and other policemen
were lying injured on the top floors.” Karkare, Kamte and Salaskar decided to head
for the hospital’s main gate as ‘there is a chance of the terrorists stepping out from
there’.

They hailed a police vehicle that was passing by. Salaskar sat in the driver’s seat
with Kamte in the passenger’s side. Karkare took the seat behind. Jadhav, along
with constables Yogesh Patil, Jaywant Patil and Dilip Bhosle, sat in the rear. When
they reached the lane adjoining Rang Bhavan, they received a wireless message
that two terrorists were hiding nearby.

“As soon as we reached some bushes, there was a gunfire burst (characteristic of
an AK-47 which can fire many bullets at one go),” said Jadhav who claimed that
Karkare, Kamte and he retaliated. When the firing stopped, Jadhav realised that he
had sustained five bullet injuries on his hand and his carbine had fallen down.
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Cama encounter cop breaks down thrice

Deposing in the special court, constable Arun Jadhav contradicts Qasab’s claim that he had not
fired at anyone outside CST
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The cops were in this vehicle

“I tried to pick up my weapon, but
couldn’t. Bhosle, Yogesh and Jaywant
had fallen on me. I realised it was not
possible for me to retaliate, so I
pretended to be dead.” Ismail opened
the door and started the vehicle after
‘pulling Salaskar saheb and throwing
him out’. The terrorists drove through
Metro junction to Vidhan Bhavan even
though a tyre was punctured.

Jadhav then heard one of the terrorists
fire in the air and saw them get into a
car that looked ‘like a Honda City’. After
they drove away, he called the control
room to report the terrorists’
whereabouts and his condition.

Next week, two FBI officials and three
foreign nationals are expected to testify.

 Qasab gets angry

Qasab was unmoved when Arun
Jadhav used an expletive while
identifying him in court. Jadhav later
apologised to the court. But Qasab
reacted to something Jadhav said while
being cross-examined about the Cama hospital encounter.

He sprung from his seat when Jadhav said, “The shortie (referring to Qasab), while
pulling out Karkare, said ‘B*******, isne bullet-proof jacket pehna hai ([profanity],
he’s wearing a bullet-proof jacket).”

Judge M L Tahaliyani asked him to sit down immediately. Qasab then angrily spoke
to his two co-accused.

 One cop may have lived, but...

While pleading guilty earlier this week, Qasab had claimed that he could not use
his weapon after sustaining bullet injuries on his hands, but Jadhav’s statement
rubbishes this claim. Another important point that emerged from Jadhav’s cross-
examination was that another constable might have survived the encounter, but for
Qasab.

Jadhav said, “When the mobile phone of an unconscious Yogesh Patil rang, Qasab
[sitting in front seat] opened fire, ripping the middle seat and hitting Yogesh. Patil,
who was still gasping, died of the injury.”

Just before the lunch break, Qasab told the court, “There is no mention of the firing
inside the vehicle in [Jadhav’s] statement.” After lunch, he asked the court to
cross-check Jadhav’s statement.

When the court asked if Jadhav’s statement contradicts his, Qasab said, “I don’t
feel it. I know it does. A lie is a lie.” Qasab follows the proceedings carefully, judge
observed.
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