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Carnage in Mumbai: How the terrorist attacks unfolded
The Islamic terrorists who brought carnage to Mumbai arrived unnoticed in a fleet of small boats before fanning out across the
city and executing a series of co-ordinated attacks on Western targets.

A man with a gun was spied at the Chatrapathi Sivaji terminal railway station Photo: AP

By Gordon Rayner, Chief Reporter
5:26PM GMT 27 Nov 2008

Early on Wednesday evening, and under cover of darkness, dozens of militants are believed to have approached the peninsula in Mumbai,
formerly Bombay, in a large boat before lowering dinghies into the water, filled with guns, ammunition and explosives, in which they silently
approached the shore.
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By 8.30pm local time (3pm GMT) the first of the terrorists were in place at Café Leopold, one of the most popular tourist venues in the city,
where four of them took a table and calmly ate a meal without attracting attention from other customers.
When they stood up at 9.30pm, they pulled out guns and began shooting customers at random, claiming the first of more than 100 lives.
Diane Murphy, from Northumberland, was dining with her husband Michael, 59, when the shooting began. "All of a sudden there was
automatic gunfire," she said. "The whole place fell apart. My husband and I were hit. Everybody was down on the ground. The gunfire
stopped for a few seconds then started again."
Akash Akhinwar, a local dentist, said: "I heard continuous machine gunfire for 15 to 20 minutes and when it stopped and I rushed out to help I
saw nothing but rivers of blood."
Within 15 minutes the terrorists had begun storming the hotels which became the main focus of their attack. Explosions rang out at the Taj
Mahal hotel at 9.45pm, where the British MEP Sajjad Karim was a guest.
"I was in the lobby of the hotel when gunmen came in and people started running," he said. "A gunman just stood there and started spraying
bullets around, right next to me. I managed to turn away and ran into the hotel kitchen and then we were shunted into a restaurant in the
basement."
Another British tourist described the terrorists as "very young, like boys really, wearing jeans and T-shirts. They said they wanted anyone with
British and American passports and then they took us up the stairs". The unnamed Briton managed to escape when they reached the 18th floor,
but dozens of others would remain hostages for the next 24 hours.
Moments later, an attack was launched at the Oberoi-Trident hotel nearby.
Briton Alex Chamberlain, who was in the city on business, said: "They told everybody to stop and put their hands up and asked if there were
any British or Americans. My friend said to me, 'don't be a hero, don't say you are British'.
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"There was an Italian guy. They said: 'Where are you from?' and he said he's from Italy and they said 'fine' and they left him alone. And I
thought: 'Fine, they're going to shoot me if they ask me anything' – and thank God they didn't."
Another guest at the Oberoi, Esperanza Aguirre, the head of the Madrid regional government, was in the lobby when the shooting began.
"I first thought it was windows shattering, but the noise turned into machine-gun fire," she said. "We ducked behind the reception desk."
Moments later, the lobby of the Oberoi was ablaze, and a lucky few managed to escape through a side door, including Ms Aguirre. "I saw
pools of blood, which I walked through with bare feet, but I didn't see any of the wounded or terrorists," she said.
By now the attacks were coming thick and fast around the city. One group of gunmen hijacked a police van and drove unchallenged to an
orthodox Jewish centre, Nariman House, where they opened fire before taking a Rabbi and several other people hostage.
By 10pm four young men wearing black T-shirts and blue jeans had reached the Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus railway station, where they
opened fire with AK-47 assault rifles on commuters and threw grenades, killing at least 10 people.
Eyewitness Nasim Inam said: "They just fired randomly at people and then ran away. In seconds, people fell to the ground. I was standing
behind. If they had turned around, it would have been me."
By 11pm the merciless terrorists had turned their attention to the hospital which was now trying to save the wounded.
After hijacking another police van, they opened fire on crowds which had gathered outside the Cama Hospital waiting for news of loved ones.
"We felt the ground shake and heard the explosions," said Manish Tripathi, who was standing at a police cordon. "We heard a car speed up
behind us, it was a police van, but the men inside were firing at us.
"Men were screaming that they had lost their fingers. There was blood all over."
Other targets included the Metro Cinema; the city's airport, where a car bomb exploded in a taxi, killing three people, and Mumbai's southern
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police headquarters, where the terrorists kept officers pinned down to prevent them fighting back. "We are under fire, there is shooting at the
gate," one officer told Indian television. Three of the city's top policemen, including the head of the antiterrorist branch, were killed.
By midnight both the Taj Mahal and the Oberoi were ablaze, with firefighters bravely trying to bring the fires under control as the killers
rained down bullets and grenades.
By 4am small groups of guests were managing to escape from the Taj Mahal, some of them taking off their shoes to minimise the noise as they
crept down 20 flights of stairs.
Manrico Iachia, an Italian tourist, made his way down a spiral fire escape. "It was so hot we had to stop three times," he said. "It took us half
an hour to get down. Two men carried a woman in a wheelchair down. The most important thing was not to be injured. You are so close to
freedom. But what does freedom mean if the bad guys are on the street waiting for you?"
Other guests stood silhouetted in the windows of their hotel rooms, apparently unable to get past the fire. Some raised their fists vainly against
the glass; others flicked their lights on and off in distress. A couple took turns waving a white flag.
For the next 18 hours firefighters struggled to control the fires, while commandos tried to storm both hotels, but were continually beaten back
both by the flames and by hails of bullets.
As night descends once again on Mumbai, India is holding its breath until it discovers their fate, and that of dozens of remaining hostages in
both hotels.
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