
Home U.K. News  Sports U.S. Showbiz Australia Femail Health Science Money Video Travel Columnists

Latest Headlines News Arts Headlines Pictures Most read News Board Wires Login

How 'cold as steel'
Ava Gardner drove

Mother-of-two dies
from mystery illness

Thousands flee
their homes in

Department of
Homeland Security

She's a knockout!
Ronda Rousey hits

Woman killed and
five friends injured

Pictured: Married
couple are found

    

Hiding: British lawyer Mark Abell who
barricaded himself in his room at the
Oberoi hotel when gunmen burst in

Mumbai massacre: 'It was
carnage... blood and guts
everywhere': Freed Briton tells
of horrific ordeal
By NICOLA BODEN FOR MAILONLINE and CHRISTIAN GYSIN FOR THE DAILY MAIL
UPDATED: 14:44 EST, 28 November 2008

A British lawyer today told of the 'carnage'
in his hotel when he was finally saved
from terrorists after nearly two days
barricaded in his room fearing for his life.

Mark Abell, who was in Mumbai on a
business trip when the militants struck,
was among dozens of foreigners saved
from the Oberoi Hotel this morning.

For almost two days, the 51-year-old
from London had locked himself in his
room to escape the gunmen who were
holding hostages several floors below
after killing wildly in a raid on Wednesday
night.

Speaking during the siege, he had been
calm as he watched news reports, filled
his bath with water and prepared for the
worst as gunfire and explosions rocked
the building.

'Worse things happen at sea and in
these situations you have got to stay in
control of whatever space you've got. And
I've got my space and I'm in control,' he
said.

But today, after emerging unscathed, he
broke down as he described the bloody
scenes when he was led to safety by
Indian commandos and police.

'The lobby was carnage. There was
blood and guts everywhere. It was very,
very upsetting,' he told the BBC.

'Just before I went to my room I had had dinner in the Kandahar restaurant. I have now
found out that was one of the restaurants it started. Unfortunately, the waitress who
served me was one of the first to get shot.'

Commandos involved in the rescue today revealed at least 24 bodies were found in
the lobby, taking the overall death toll from the attacks to 143 and counting.

Mr Abell said the militants - two of whom have now been shot dead - had been holed
up with hostages on the 19th floor of the luxury hotel, just four floors below him.

'I was on the 23rd floor and my friend was on the 20th. As far as we know now, all the
action was on the 19th. We were too close for comfort,' he said.

'Throughout the night, the whole thing was punctuated by a series of explosions.
'Towards the end, it started to quieten down.

'I was communicating on my blackberry with people in a similar position and we
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slowly started to get the picture that we were going to be evacuated.'

Relieved: A man held hostage at the Oberoi Hotel talks on his phone after
commandos took back control of the building

Speaking of his relief, he added: 'It is great to be out. It has been 48 hours, all but,
without food and water surrounded by explosions and gunshots and people running
down corridors screaming. It has been grim, very grim.'

Mr Abell appeared to have escaped death by just minutes. Waiting for the lift after
dinner, he was chatting with a group of Japanese men. Moments later, one was dead.

'I was standing by the check-in desk just waiting for the lift and there was a group of
Japanese guys so I was listening in and chatting. One of those guys was killed just
three or four minutes after I left them,' he said.

The father-of-two is now hoping to return to Britain today, or tomorrow at the latest.

'I want to get home and see my children and my wife. We are hoping that we can get a
flight out today, then if not tomorrow.'

I was supposed to be working in Delhi but I think I have had more than my one share
for one business trip so I'm heading home.

Dozens of other Britons were caught in the Mumbai carnage.
These are some of their stories:

HARNISH PATEL, 29, from Havant, Hampshire, was rushed to surgery after being shot
in the ribs and legs.

His father, Manashvi Patel, 56, said his son was in shock and could not yet walk
following the operation.

ALEX CHAMBERLAIN was held hostage in the Oberoi Hotel before dramatically
escaping. 

He said: 'I was having dinner with a colleague and then the gunfire started . . . some
people initially thought it was fireworks. 

'We were ushered into the kitchen area before a waiter was shot in the arm. There
were then about 30 or 40 of us and the group was told to walk up the stairs of the hotel
by the gunmen. 

'They stopped us after two or three flights and told everyone to put their hands up and
one of the gunmen said, "Where are you from? Are there any Americans or British
here? Show us your ID or passports or business cards". 

'My friend said, "Don't be a hero  -  don't say you are British. Tell them you are Italian". I
am sure that is what all this is about. They were talking about British and Americans
specifically.' 

On the 18th floor of the building, he managed to escape through a fire door. The
gunmen were a flight of stairs above us,' he said. 'I then waited with this man behind
the fire door for 20 minutes but the smoke was so bad I said we had to get
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downstairs. 

'I phoned my girlfriend Sarah and told her I loved her and I thought that was going to be
the last conversation I would have with anyone.' 

He and his companion managed to descend to the hotel lobby before escaping from
the building. 

Survivors: Britons Alex Chamberlain and Cheryl Robinson

Businessman PAUL BEAN hid under a restaurant table at the Taj Mahal Hotel for six
hours before being rescued. 

As bullets whizzed by his head, the managing director, 48, from Wakefield, phoned his
wife at home but was unable to explain what was going on before being cut off.

Mrs Bean, 47, said: 'Until we heard from Paul again it was absolutely horrendous.
When he did get through he was in total shock. 

He had been rescued after hiding flat on his front under a table for about six hours. 

'He told us it had all kicked off when he was in the restaurant. People started throwing
hand grenades down the stairwells - one of them shattering the glass doors in the
restaurant. 

He had hidden there until rescuers put up a ladder to the restaurant window and he
climbed out.' 

Rescue: Briton Paul Bean is helped out of the Taj Mahal hotel

Businessman ALAN JONES from South Wales was in a lift in the lobby at the Oberoi
when a man standing next to him was shot.

'We took the lift to the lobby and heard bangs as the door opened,' he said. 'A
Japanese man  -  one of four in the lift  -  was shot and wounded. I frantically pressed
the Close Door button, but had to move the shot man's foot for the door to close.'

Tory MEP SAJJAD KARIM was visiting Mumbai with a Brussels trade delegation. 
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'I was in the lobby of the Taj Mahal when gunmen came in and people started running,'
he said. 

'Some of us split one way and some another  -  a gunman just stood there spraying
bullets around and he was right next to me. I just turned and fled. 

'I was then in a room that was completely sealed off but I could hear what was going
on. The Indian security forces fought them floor by floor, and room by room. 

'It was carnage, absolute panic, shouting and confusion. It was absolutely horrible.'

MYLES CURTIS -  a Briton living in Australia and visiting Mumbai on business  -  gave a
dramatic account of unwittingly being held with two of the gunmen as he and others
sheltered in a darkened room. 

He and some 100 guests in the Taj Mahal had taken refuge in a room in the hotel.
When the group finally made a dash for the exit Indian troops shot the two men  -  one
of whom was thought to be carrying a bag containing explosives. 

'We did not know they were in the room with us until they tried to escape with us. But
the security services knew who they were and shot them.'

Tourist CHERYL ROBINSON was trapped
inside the Taj Mahal with two friends. 

She said: 'We were at dinner when the
first shots were fired. We stayed on the
floor, many were lying under tables,
under furniture, and the hotel staff told us
to be quiet.'

Businessman HUGH BROWN took refuge
in a library area in the Taj Mahal Hotel
with a large group of people. 

'There was a gunman who had been in
among us in the room for the best part of
the evening,' he said. 

'When he got out with us, he started
shooting some of the people as they
were leaving the room and was then
dealt with by the security forces.' 

Last night 28-year-old Londoner
WILLIAM PIKE was recovering from
surgery for gunshot wounds sustained
when the terrorists walked into the Taj
Mahal lobby and began firing. 

Mr Pike and his girlfriend KELLY DOYLE
were due to have flown home to Britain
today. 

Miss Doyle said: 'It's going to take
William a long time before he's all right but at least he's here  -  he's alive.'
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