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Suspecting a security officer of the Israeli consulate in Mumbai to be one

of the terrorists who had stormed the Nariman House, a mob roughed him

up on the night of November 26 and later handed him over to the police.

The Israeli officer was detained by the Colaba police till slain encounter

specialist, Vijay Salaskar and a senior IPS officer, who visited the police

station after hearing about the firing at Leopold, intervened and called the

consulate staff to take him away. Sources said the Israeli consulate

authorities realised that it was a case of mistaken identity and have

decided not to take up the matter with higher authorities.

According to them, the mob attacked the security officer because he was

not carrying any identify proof with him. Even the cops were not ready to

believe the officer when he told him that he was associated with the Israeli

consulate.

The drama unfolded when terrorists attacked Nariman house and laid siege. Apart from security

personnel, a large number of residents too had gathered at the spot. The Israeli security officer, who

could not be identified, on witnessing the siege on TV may have rushed to the place since it housed a

Jewish family. A police official on condition of anonymity said, “He later told us that he had

deliberately left his identity credentials in the office so that if he enters the building and is caught by

the terrorists, he should not be identified.”

The officer’s troubles began when the terrorist lobbed a grenade from inside the building and started

firing indiscriminately. “People started running for their lives and the Israeli officer was among them.

But he stood out in the crowd and people thought that he was one of the persons who was holed up

inside the house,” a police officer at the site told Mumbai Mirror. According to Imran Khan, a Colaba

resident, “People caught hold of him and thrashed him badly. It was only after the police intervened

that he was spared and later taken to Colaba police station.”

The Colaba police too were not in a mood to take any risk and although the security officer tried to

clarify things, they were about to put him in the lock up. “Inspector Vijay Salaskar happened to reach

the police station just then and saw the commotion. After speaking to the Israeli officer, he asked the

cops to call the Israeli consulate staff to sort out the matter,” a senior IPS official who was present

there told Mirror.

An e-mail was sent by Mumbai Mirror to the Israeli consulate to get its version of the issue but there

was no reply.

He later told the police that he had deliberately left his identity credentials behind so

that if he enters the building and is caught by the terrorists, he should not be identified
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