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 The foreigners were
very nice to me and I just told
them that I’ll come provided
they deposit me back home
safely.”

By Vishwas Kulkarni and Bhupen Patel

Exhaustion is etched deep into her face and
her eyes droop from fatigue. It has been a
manic, bewildering and exciting week for
Anita Uddaiya, 47.

A key witness in the Mumbai  terror case —
she was one of the first people who saw six
terrorists land on the evening of November
26 — Uddaiya mysteriously disappeared on
Sunday morning, leading her daughter to file
a missing person complaint, only to reappear
in the early hours of Wednesday, equally
mysteriously.

In an interview on Tuesday, Uddaiya’s
daughter had said that American
investigators had taken her mother to US, a
claim that was rubbished by the Mumbai
Crime Branch which further said that
Uddaiya was not even a leading witness in
the case.
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‘I went to America, and not Satara’

Key 26/11 witness who mysteriously disappeared on Sunday and re-appeared three days later,
challenges Mumbai police, says white investigators had taken her to ‘USA’ for questioning
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— Anita Uddaiya
Upon her return, Uddaiya was stunned to
find a posse of policemen at her home and
mediapersons waiting to hear her story. In

panic, she told the policemen that she had just gone to Satara to visit relatives.

But finding that Crime Branch was questioning her credentials as a witness,
Uddaiya decided to come clean. In an exhaustive interview to this newspaper,
conducted over three sessions, she spoke about her mysterious disappearance. “I
didn’t disappear.

I had informed my husband. There were some foreigners who had been in touch
with me from November 27. They heard my story, about how I saw those boys
come in, they met me at least thrice before telling that they would like to take me
abroad for a day.

I wanted to help them, so I said ok. I told the police I went to Satara because I
panicked.” Uddaiya is an illiterate woman, she cannot specify details, there are
many holes in her narrative, and she has no papers to prove her claim. 

She is also a sharp woman and there are things she says which lead us to give
credence to her story. If true, this is a story of a covert intelligence operation, if
false, she is one heck of a story teller. You decide.

On the road leading to Hotel President, just a few metres opposite from where
India’s richest men live, resides Anita Uddaiya, on the edge of the sea, above a
scrap dealer’s shop. Behind the house is the small bay of the Arabian Sea, from
where the fishermen sail every day, and where, occasionally, terrorists from
Karachi land.

Uddaiya says that on Nov 27,  her account of how she saw six men walk up from
the beach,  burdened with heavy carry-alls, and how she tried to chat with them,
was aired on India TV. Soon after, three white men came to meet her. They were
accompanied by an Indian man, the interpreter, whom she calls Sudhakar.

The four men met her thrice, and asked her whether she would go abroad with
them for a day. “I had come to trust them, I wanted to help them.” Uddaiya had also
given her statement to the Crime Branch and says she had been questioned a
couple of times by the police.

“The foreigners were nice and I just told them that I’ll come provided they get me
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home safely.” In preparation for her trip she was taken to a hospital for medical
tests. However, she cannot identify the hospital.

As her husband is admitted at St George hospital and she has two young children.
She also packed a suitcase, which she showed us. On Sunday morning she says
she got a call asking her to step out of her home without carrying anything
“pretending to go to the loo.” 

Some distance away, a big van was waiting to pick her up. “I told them I had to
meet my husband before we left, so they took me to St George where I told my him
that I’ll be back in a few days and then went to Andheri airport where I was given a
skirt, blouse and a scarf.

Then we got into a plane, it was white and blue and had a star on the tail. It was
not a big plane. In all there would been 15 people. I got nervous when it took off but
after that I settled down.”

“When we landed it was night. I was put through a security check and when we
stepped out it was cold. The streets weren’t crowded, and I saw several tall
buildings.

The next morning, Uddaiya says, she was taken to a building where there were 30
people who asked questions like what time did the terrorists land, what they looked
like, what they wore, etc.”

Uddaiya says there was a camera recording her and by the time she was taken
back to the hotel it was almost dusk. “Unlike the time I left Mumbai, when there was
no waiting involved, I was taken to a large room and we had to wait for hours. The
aircraft in which I came back was a larger plane.”   

Uddaiya landed in Mumbai at around 6 pm and then taken to a hotel. After dinner
her escorts called for a taxi, gave her Rs 500, and instructed him to drop her home.

Despite questioning, she is unable to provide more details, names of  the
foreigners who escorted her. She says she had the foreigners’ cards but when we
ask her for it, all she can give us are the numerous visiting cards of journalists.

When asked about the promised money--her daughter had told this newspaper that
Uddaiya had been promised $10,000--she said she had not seen any of it.
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However her description of the inside of an aircraft, the star (of David?) sign on the
tailfin of a blue and white aircraft, and the way her suitcase had been packed point
to a greater mystery.
The police have outrightly rejected her story, but this seems to be far from an open
and shut case.
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