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Pakistan's New Best Friends

Pakistan's New Best Friends: Bureaucrat RVS Mani's affidavit quoting officer Satish Verma
allows LeT to deny its role in the 26/11 attack
QASWAR ABBAS JULY 26, 2013 | UPDATED 18:37 IST

On the evening of July 14, an official at Rawalpindi's high security Adiala Jail brought good news for its
most high-profile inmate, Lashkar-e-Toiba's military chief Zaki-ur-Rahman Lakhvi. An Indian investigator
had been quoted as saying that the November 26, 2008, attack on Mumbai and the December 13, 2001,
assault on Indian Parliament had both been carried out by Indian agencies to create an environment
pliable for passing tough counter-terror laws. "Get ready for your acquittal," the official is said to have told
Lakhvi, one of the prime accused in the Mumbai attack that killed 165 people. Lakhvi's lawyer, Riaz Akram
Cheema, already feels confident of his client's acquittal. "We've written to our foreign ministry to get us a
copy of Mani's statement in which he claimed the Mumbai attack was an inside job," says Cheema.
In a complaint filed on June 24, Mani, a former under secretary in the home
ministry, claimed Satish Verma, the officer heading the Gujarat Special
Investigation Team (SIT) probing the Ishrat Jahan case, was pressurising him
for having submitted two contradictory affidavits in the case in 2009, adding
that Verma had also told him that both the terror attacks had been
masterminded by Indian security agencies. It is this bit in Mani's letter, written
to the urban development ministry where he is currently posted, that has
created the furore in Pakistan. Both Verma and Mani refused to comment when
approached by India Today. The impact of Mani's revelations on the 26/11 trial
in Pakistan is debatable, but the red herring was picked up by Jamat-ud-Dawa
supremo Hafiz Saeed, who India accuses of masterminding the 26/11 attack. He
tweeted: "We have been saying this since first day, any person associated with Jamat ud Dawah has no
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relation with the #26/11 attacks in #India." On July 15, when the world media was busy praising Taliban
victim Malala Yousafzai for her UN speech, Pakistan's media reverberated with one name: Satish Verma.
The media overdrive tapped into an undercurrent of conspiracy theories within Pakistan-that the attacks
were an attempt by India to tarnish it. Never mind that a Pakistan anti-terrorism court believed it already
had a case to prosecute the Mumbai accused. Yet, the sentiment may have forced the Pakistani government
to demand an explanation from India.
On July 18, the official pml (Nawaz) handle tweeted: "Indian govt
should explain its position & bring forth facts about the revelations that
26/11 and 2001 Parliament attacks were orchestrated." The same day,
Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry, a Pakistani foreign ministry spokesperson
asked India for a clarification. Mani's claims reportedly figured in talks
between Pakistan's Foreign Secretary Jalil Abbas Jilani and India's new
High Commissioner to Pakistan, TCA Raghavan, on July 18.
The trial of Lakhvi and seven others for involvement in the Mumbai
attack, is, meanwhile, moving at a snail's pace. Many see this as an
indication that the courts may yet set all 26/11 accused free. A
conspiracy theory may be used as an alibi for a deadly conspiracy.
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