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MUMBAI: Suspected Laskhar-e-Taiba (LeT) operative Zabiuddin Ansari, alias Abu Jundal,
arrested in the 26/11 terror attack case, has filed an application for bail in a sessions court.
The application, filed on Wednesday by Ansari's advocate Ejaz Naqvi, alleges that his trial has
been delayed by restricting his presence to video proceedings.
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It also alleges that the case is being deliberately delayed due to "malafide intention" of the
state. Naqvi argued that a public trial was part and parcel of a free trial.
The court directed the prosecution to file its reply by August 20.
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Ansari's application says he is "neither Abu Jindal nor Naveen Jundal". "He has been framed in
the case just like the individuals in the Malegaon blasts case," said Naqvi.
Ansari was arrested by the Delhi police on June 25 last year after he was deported from Saudi
Arabia. The Mumbai crime branch took him into custody in the 26/11 case a few days after his
arrest. He is suspected to have been a handler of the 10 Pakistani terrorists involved in attacks.
The supplementary chargesheet filed against him last October stated that the crime branch
said Ansari had trained the 26/11 gunmen to contact the Indian electronic media and mislead
them. "When the 10 terrorists attacked the targeted sites in Mumbai, misleading messages
were despatched to various news channels. The objective was to confuse investigating agencies
and mislead the public," the chargesheet said.
The crime branch also stated that instructions and motivational inputs were provided regularly
to the terrorists at Nariman House (Chabad House), and the Oberoi Trident and Taj Mahal
hotels by Jundal (Ansari) and the other handlers.
In his confessional statement, Ansari is understood to have given a deep insight into the LeT's
role in the 26/11 attacks.
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