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Indian soldiers take up positions outside the Taj Mahal Palace &
Tower Hotel during an armed siege in Mumbai, India.
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Who's Behind the Mumbai Massacre?
By Simon Robinson Friday, Nov. 28, 2008

Even as the siege of Mumbai was still going on, the

finger-pointing began. India's Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh said "external forces" were behind

the attacks, a thinly veiled reference to India's

neighbor and longtime foe Pakistan. Foreign

Minister Pranab Mukherjee went further, telling

reporters that "elements with links to Pakistan" were

involved. But Pakistan's President and Prime

Minister both condemned the attacks and rejected

any talk of Pakistani involvement. Pakistani officials

also announced that the head of the powerful Inter-

Services Intelligence organization (ISI) — often

accused of orchestrating terrorist assaults on India —

would travel to India to offer assistance in

investigating the Mumbai massacre.

There has been one claim of responsibility: a group calling itself the Deccan

Mujahideen, which e-mailed news organizations on Thursday claiming it had

carried out the attacks. The group, previously unknown, may be connected

with (or even an alias of) the Indian Mujahedin, which claimed responsibility

for several terrorist strikes earlier this year. Indian terrorism experts say that

both are likely to have connections to, or simply be renamed versions of, older

Indian militant groups such as the Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Toiba or the

Students Islamic Movement of India. (See pictures of two days of terror in

Mumbai.)

Yet the scale and sophistication of the Mumbai attacks — which appear to

have involved dozens of militants using assault rifles, grenades and explosives

to simultaneously attack multiple targets — raise suspicions of involvement by

more than one group, which would involve an unprecedented level of

coordination.

"This is an operation of a very new type in India," wrote Walid Phares on his well-respected Counterterrorism Blog.

"The 'emirs' have sent these armed elements in their 20s to strike at Indian psyche. One goal is to sink the

Pakistani-Indian rapprochement ... The goal is to target India as a power engaged in the war on terror but also to

further destabilize the region, including Pakistan and its neighbor Afghanistan."

Here are the groups considered the most likely culprits in the Mumbai attacks:

Lashkar-e-Toiba (Army of the Pure), formed in 1990, probably in Afghanistan. It is based near Lahore in

Pakistan and is bent on forcing India out of Kashmir. It has also said it wants to restore Islamic rule over India.

Indian intelligence sources believe the group has backers within Pakistan's ISI. It also has historic links to both the

Taliban and al-Qaeda. India's National Security Adviser M.K. Narayanan said in 2006 that Lashkar-e-Toiba is part

of the "al-Qaeda compact" and is "as big and as omnipotent" as Osama bin Laden's group.

Jaish-e-Mohammed, which emerged in early 2000 under the leadership of Maulana Masood Azhar, who had

been serving time in an Indian jail for Kashmir-related militancy but was released in exchange for Indian

passengers on an Indian Airlines jet who had been hijacked to Afghanistan. The group was responsible for an attack

on India's parliament in December 2001 that brought India and Pakistan to the brink of war. Jaish-e-Mohammed is

believed to have close links to al-Qaeda and bin Laden through a religious school in Karachi.

The Students Islamic Movement of India (SIMI) is less focused on Kashmir than either Lashkar-e-Toiba or

Jaish-e-Mohammed. Indian authorities say the group, formed in 1977, has close connections to a pocket of

Chicago's Muslim community. Its fortunes have waxed and waned over the past three decades, but the group has

recently become more active again. SIMI blamed the 9/11 attacks on Israelis and, at the same time, expressed

admiration for bin Laden and his war against the West. Some Indian experts believe that Indian Mujahedin is

simply a renamed SIMI.

In the past two years, the groups listed above have sometimes been joined in operations by the Bangladeshi arm of

a group known as Harkat-ul-Jehadi Islami. The group is believed to be behind twin blasts in Hyderabad in

Subscribe

by Taboola

The Magazine

Inside Prince Charles'
World As He Quietly Takes
Charge
Randi Zuckerberg: Post More Baby
Photos!

Joel Stein: Stop the War on
Halloween

Are Stamps Licked?

Table of Contents

Subscribe Now

Online Issue Archive

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

TweetTweet 0
0

Like 0 ShareShare

School Removes Wrecking Ball After Students Imitate …

The Top 5 Underrated Sci-Fi Movie Masterpieces

Five Worst Inventions

The Netherlands to Immigrants: Learn Dutch or …

TIME Explains: 'Makemake'  A New Discovery in Our Solar
System

50 Best Websites: 5 You May Not Know

1 America's Mood Map: An Interactive Guide to the
United States of Attitude

The Seven-Story Chinese Office Block Built for Just

Read Later

Most Read Most Emailed

TIME

World
Home NewsFeed U.S. Politics Business Tech Health Science Entertainment Video TIME 100 PhotosWorld

Search TIME

 Apps    

Who's Behind the Mumbai Massacre? - TIME http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1862733,00.h...

1 of 3 25.10.2013 20:18



by TaboolaPromoted Content

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

WE RECOMMEND

Mom Accused of Killing Suspected Pedophile

12 Shocking Sex Facts

The New Talk: Not Just Sex—Porn, Too

Klein: Baby Boomers Ruined The Government

Google vs. Death

▶

▶

▶

▶

▶

ELSEWHERE ON THE WEB

Passport Forging in the Service of the Islamic
Republic (Shadow Diplomacy)

Global Slavery Index finds millions caught in
modern-day slavery (Herald Sun)

Did Drunk Dials End The Government Shutdown? (The
Marketing Robot)

Ten countries account for 76% of total enslaved
people (globalslaveryindex.org)

Wynton Marsalis Has Selected 17 "Jazz at Lincoln
Center All-Stars" to Join After Midnight on Broadway

(Theater Mania)

2007. Formed in 1992 in Dhaka, the Bangladeshi group has become a lot stronger in India since the massacre of

Muslims by hard-line Hindu nationalists in Gujarat in 2002.

Despite the ideological affinities of some of these groups with bin Laden's movement, Ajai Sahni, executive director

of the New Delhi–based Institute for Conflict Management, says there is no real evidence "of any operational

linkages between al-Qaeda and these groups." They may take inspiration from al-Qaeda propaganda, but they are

unlikely to have direct organizational links back to bin Laden.

More likely, however, is that the four separate groups have begun to work together more often and in increasingly

sophisticated ways. There have been instances in the past of the groups' establishing joint operational cells. While

pooling resources allowed for more effective operations, it also greatly increased the risks of police infiltration. As a

result, the planning of such operations has been decentralized to the point that each group of militants attacking a

specific target in Mumbai on Thursday was unlikely to have been aware of the total plan.

Sahni explains that previous experience suggests that an operation of the complexity of the Mumbai attacks would

be directed by handlers based outside India, who would design a plan and then contact militants within their

networks based in India to carry out various missions — delivering explosives to a safe house, buying equipment

and so forth — that would enable the gunmen to wreak havoc.

None of the India-based operatives would most likely know one another, nor for the most part would even meet.

Contact with the handler woould always be through a public call center to make it difficult to trace calls. If an

operative were picked up by police, there would be no way for him to identify fellow plotters. "It assures total

anonymity," Sahni told TIME last year. "The handler is in Bangladesh or Pakistan, and the people here don't know

each other. It's the most significant tactical shift in the near past and is a model for international terrorism in the

future."

Sadly, the success of the Mumbai operation — at least 143 dead and, perhaps more important, two days and

counting of continuous news coverage — is sure to embolden those behind it. The Indian model of disparate groups

working together, if that's what it is in this case, is also likely to be copied by al-Qaeda-inspired terrorists around

the world. The model, says Sahni, "is absolutely brilliant in every way."
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