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The British survivors of the Mumbai attacks
British survivors of the Mumbai attacks speak about their experiences.

The Taj Mahal Palace Hotel on fire in Mumbai Photo: REUTERS
5:31PM GMT 29 Nov 2008

Lynne Shaw, from Penarth, Wales, was being led through the Taj Mahal hotel by staff, with her
husband Ken, because the conference room in which they were sheltering was coming under.
During the short journey they were seconds away from the gunmen. Mrs Shaw said: "All of a
sudden gunfire broke out in the corridor and they had executed a six-year-old in front of his
parents". The couple dived into the nearest room and hid under a table for six hours.
Mark Abell, 51, a lawyer and father of two from Rickmansworth, was rescued from his room at
the Oberoi hotel, and escorted through the lobby. "The lobby was carnage," he said. "There was
blood and guts everywhere. It was very, very upsetting."
Steve Vincent, from Farnborough, in Hampshire, was in his room at the Taj Palace Hotel when
the building was stormed. "I barricaded the room, just locked the door and that was it. I just sat
there and turned all the lights out. It was the most harrowing thing I've ever been through."
Sajjad Karim, 38, a Conservative MEP, was in the Taj Palace hotel's lobby when the gunmen
came in. "I ran into the kitchen and we were shunted into a restaurant in the basement. I saw a
man in front of me with a machine gun wanting to kill me. I saw the people in front of me start
to drop dead. It was absolute panic, shouting and confusion
Paul Bean, 48, from Wakefield, in Yorkshire, a managing director of a design company, was
1 of 3

27.10.2013 19:24

The British survivors of the Mumbai attacks - Telegraph

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/3535866/The-British-...

one of 50 people who barricaded themselves in a restaurant at the Taj Mahal hotel using a
piano and heavy armchairs. As bullets whizzed by his head he tried to phone his wife but was
cut off before he could explain what was going on. It was 14 hours before Mr Bean could
phone his wife Linda back so say he was safe. She said: "Until we heard from Paul again it was
absolutely horrendous. When he did get through he was in total shock."
Geraldine Larkin, 41, an embroidery designer from London, was trapped in the Taj Mahal hotel
for almost eight hours. She was browsing a nearby bookshop, when she heard the sound of
gunfire at Café Leopard, but mistook it for fireworks. Returning to the Taj, she was in a group
of 50 taken to the restaurant and blocked in by a grand piano. "We could see the legs of the
gunmen through the glazed windows, I didn't think I would survive," she said.
Gap year student Jeremy Lewis, from Wales, was watching cricket on the television in Café
Leopold. When gunmen burst in they hid in a store cupboard. Mr Lewis said: "I thought: 'I'm
dead'".
Nicholas Haywood, a British businessman, took refuge with other guests in the Taj Mahal's
restaurant. The gunmen were pacing around just outside. "We barricaded the door, dimmed the
lights, did what we could that we felt was practical and sensible to make us less of a target, and
we kept pretty quiet, frankly."
Myles Curtis, A Briton who is now living in Australia and was visiting Bombay on business,
unwittingly took refuge with two of the gunmen in a room at the Taj Mahal hotel. When the
group finally made a dash for the exit Indian troops shot the two men. "We did not know they
were in the room with us until they tried to escape with us," he said. "But the security services
knew who they were and shot them."
Cheryl Robinson was trapped inside the Taj Mahal with two friends. "We were at dinner when
the first shots were fired. We stayed on the floor, many were lying under tables, under
furniture, and the hotel staff told us to be quiet."
Businessman Hugh Brown hid in a library area of the Taj Mahal Hotel with a large group of
people. "There was a gunman who had been in among us in the room for the best part of the
evening. When he got out with us, he started shooting some of the people as they were leaving
the room and was then dealt with by the security forces," he said.
William Pike, 28, from London, underwent surgery for gunshot wounds sustained when the
terrorists walked into the Taj Mahal lobby and began firing. He flew home yesterday with
girlfriend Kelly Doyle, who said: "It's going to take William a long time before he's alright but
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at least he's here – he's alive."
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