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Who killed MV Kuber’s navigator? Kasab or someone else?
Tuesday, October 26, 2010
By Philip Varghese

The theory of the Mumbai Police that Mohammad Ajmal
Amir Kasab arrived on the fishing trawler MV Kuber after
killing its navigator Amarsinh Solanki was not considered
by the 26/11 Special Court in its judgment. This was
revealed by Government Counsel Ujjwal Nikam in the
High Court on Monday, which is hearing the confirmation
of death sentence awarded to Kasab.

The prosecution’s case was that Kasab and his
accomplices had arrived in MV Kuber and several objects
of the terrorist were later found in the trawler.
The prosecution had also claimed that these samples
belonged to six of the seven Pakistani seamen, who
sailed from Karachi to Gujarat on Al-Hussaini along with
the 10 terrorists, including Kasab.

However, when a forensic expert Shrikant Lade deposed in the special court, he had said that six of several DNA samples
extracted from objects in the fishing trawler MV Kuber, on which the 10 terrorists allegedly arrived on 26/11, do not match
with any of the 10 men.

The crime branch has a reason to believe that the samples belong to Al-Hussaini sailors. As per their case, after Kuber was
hijacked by the Pakistani attackers in Gujarat’s Jakau area, all the materials from Al-Hussaini were transferred to Kuber.

Some of these Pakistani sailors have been named in the charge sheet as wanted accused – Mursheed, Aqib, Usman,
Hakim – and three unknown accused. But since their addresses couldn’t be found, non-bailable warrants were not issued
against them.

While arguing on the confirmation of death sentence, Nikam pointed out that the Special Court at Arthur Road had not
considered the evidences of MV Kuber and killing of its navigator. While Nikam relied on the statement of Kasab about the
sequence of events, the division bench raised several queries as to when Kasab revealed about the boat, who spotted it,
where it was found, who took Kasab to the boat, the exact time when the ‘panchnama’ of the boat was done.

The division bench of Justice Ranjana Desai and Justice R. V. More later asked Nikam to submit all documents, including
panchnamas and schedules, related to the 26/11 terror attacks to the court.

On the other hand, Justice Ranjana Desai and Justice R. V. More allowed Nikam’s plea to play the CCTV footages of Kasab
and his slain accomplice Abu Ismail’s acts of terror at Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (SCT) and surrounding areas of in the
post lunch session on Tuesday.

“These CCTV footages are the clinching evidences of Kasab and his accomplice creating terror in important public places
and how they killed innocent people mercilessly,” Nikam said.
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