Sandra Samuel one year after 26/11 - Rediff.com News

http://news.rediff.com/slide-show/2009/nov/23/slide-show-1-anniversary-26-11-exclusive-enco...

rediff.com

Sign in | Create a Rediffmail account

News

Business

Movies

Sports

Get Ahead

rediff NewsApp

Rediff News

All News

Search Realtime

Rediff.com » News » Sandra Samuel one year after 26/11

'Moshe is going to school'
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The next morning at about 10.45 I heard the baby crying and calling to me, 'Sandra, Sandra'. Often, when his
mother was still sleeping, he would not wake her up and would come looking for me. So, quickly Jackie and me both
went up. He was sitting there next to his parents.
"Rivki did not have even a scratch on her face. I thought they were unconscious. We fled from there with Moshe. But I did not
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think they were dead, and thought the rabbi would eventually come. On Friday, I learned they had been killed. On Sunday the
consulate asked me if I would go with the baby to Israel and I said, 'Of course'. He needed me."
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Heading to Israel with Moshe was for the devout Catholic nanny her way of following God's call.
Sandra does not know how long she will be in Israel. She is here because Moshe, who is turning three, needs her. She will be
here as long as he needs her, she says in matter of fact fashion. As of now, he is being raised jointly by her and by his
grandparents.
She proudly tells you that the child, who would not allow her out of his sight last year, is doing wonderfully. If there were any
scars of the terrible ordeal Moshe went through, they are healed, she says.
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The counsellors, who have examined Moshe at intervals, also find him doing well. "He is going to school now (learning the
Torah, the Jewish religious text)! He talks a lot. He would ask for his parents from time to time. I tell him they have gone up to
Shama. Here in Israel he is considered a miracle baby. They think he is like the Moshe (Hebrew for Moses). He came out of
the water, and Moshe came out of the fire."
Today, the life of this simple, loving and exceedingly brave Mumbaikar revolves around Moshe. "I have always loved children,"
she says; rescuing Moshe was not a heroic act, but just something a nanny who loved her charge had to do.
At the funeral of the Holtzbergs at Mount of Olives in Jerusalem, a mourner had said Moshe now had no parents, but was a
child of all of Israel. What he had not taken into account is that the orphan of terror has both a mother and a father, named
Sandra Samuel.

Image: The Jewish cemetery at the Mount of Olives, Jerusalem, close to where Rivka and Gavriel Holtzberg
are buried.
Image: The Jewish cemetery at the Mount of Olives, Jerusalem.
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