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Words of 26/11 terrorists still ringing in my ears: Witness
Friday, 11 September 2009 - 5:58pm IST | Place: Mumbai | Agency: PTI
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Adil said the terrorist was telling his companions that they must throw hand grenades and torch the hotel at once.

A staﬀ of hotel Taj, who was taken hostage by the terrorists during the 26/11 attacks,
today told the court that he heard one of the attackers telling his companions to throw
grenades and set the hotel on ﬁre.
"'Throw grenades and set the hotel on ﬁre....', these words uttered by a terrorist on the
night of November 26 last during terror attacks at hotel Taj are still ringing in my ears," Adil
Irani, a steward with the hotel, told the court.
31-year-old Adil, who was taken hostage for about four hours by four suspected Lashkar-eTaiba (LeT) operatives, said the attackers were very abusive and had assaulted some
hostages very badly.
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Adil said the terrorist was telling his companions that they must throw hand grenades and
torch the hotel at once. "This frightened me but I kept quiet", he told Special Public
Prosecutor Ujjwal Nikam.
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Yesterday, a banker had described in the court how he was taken hostage and the way he
escaped.
The witness told judge ML Tahaliyani that a terrorist was talking to somebody on mobile
phone and told the person on the other side "Panch murge pakde hain, ek bada murga hai
(we have captured ﬁve people, one of them is a big man)".
"My mobile which terrorists had kept with them, rang and my wife inquired about me. The
terrorist who picked up the cell phone got furious and told her that 'Operation hatao nahin
to Tabahi macha denge' (stop the Operation or else we would create havoc)," he said.
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The terrorist was telling Adil's wife to stop the Operation of the Commandoes who were
ﬁring at them.
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Adil said he was serving in a restaurant at hotel Taj on November 26 night when he heard

Himayat Baig safe at Yerawada jail, say
authorities

gunshots. He was frightened and took a lift to the sixth ﬂoor.
The witness said he met his colleague Swapnil in room number 639 and they locked it from
inside. At 1.15 am, someone knocked at the door twice but they did not open.
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Suddenly the door broke open and two armed persons entered the room. One with a grey
shirt was limping, while the other tall person with a golden shirt was holding a gun.
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"We were hiding behind a table. They asked us to come out and took us to a passage
outside the room where we were made to lie down on the ground with other hostages.
Two more terrorists joined them thereafter," Adil told prosecutor Nikam.
Adil said the terrorists asked him about his religion and when he told them that he was a
Muslim, they said, "Ghanta Musalman hai, Jehad ke naam par kalank hai. Gaddar Musalman
hai" (what Muslim are you, a blot on Jehad. You are a Muslim traitor). When Adil told them
he was a steward, they said, "chal Allah ko kurban ho ja" (come on, now get ready to
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sacriﬁce your life to Allah).
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The witness said some more hostages were brought to the same place and they were
shifted to room number 632. "After sometime the terrorists left us saying, 'Inko chod do,

5 months ago

Form original thoughts to
counter extremism

apni jaan bachao' (leave them, let us save our lives)," he said, adding that he escaped from
a window and was rescued by the ﬁre brigade.
0 Shares

6 months ago

EDITOR'S PICKS
INDIA
Last one of ﬁve cubs at
Etawah lion safari survives on
cow milk
194 Shares

3 days ago

SCI/TECH
What the world of gaming
holds in store for 2025
119 Shares

4 days ago

SCI/TECH
Yureka Plus and Yuphoria
ﬂash sales today on Amazon
India
0
Shares

Terrorism

16 Shares

Facebook

Twitter

Google+

Reddit

5 days ago

0 Comments

ANALYSIS
The grim reality: Politics
behind Yakub Memon’s
hanging

26/11

Jump to comments

22 Shares

4 days ago

ANALYSIS

FROM AROUND THE WEB

Why India needs to be worried
about its ticking population
bomb
371 Shares

What's Wrong With All Those
Little Newborns?

Top Six American Cars Worth
Buying Now

History's Most Sadistic Serial
Killer

OZY

Cars & Sport Talks

OZY

4 days ago

Welcome to Europe’s Jihadi
Corridor

10 Essential Stops For Europe
First-Timers

‘You’re Disgusting’: A Trump
Revelation Hiding in Plain Sight

OZY

Best Travel Site

The New York Times

Most Viewed

Most Shared

Maharashtra: Three-storey building collapses in
Thane; 11 dead, several feared trapped
7 Shares

ESPN Drops Colin Cowherd After
Remarks on Dominicans

Glory Awaits in this Epic
Medieval Strategy MMO Game

New York Times

Stormfall

10 Wedding Dresses That Would
Make Any Groom Run For His
Life
Things Rated

Maharashtra government to build expressway
between Mumbai and Nashik
80 Shares

3 days ago

Vistara rolls out mobile phone boarding pass
facility, other airlines to follow soon
235 Shares

ALSO READ

9 hours ago

3 days ago

10 cities from Maharashtra to be developed as
smart cities
7 Shares

3 days ago

First ever successful heart transplant
conducted in Mumbai thanks to eﬀorts of
police
1,041 Shares

20 hours ago

TOP STORIES FROM CITIES
Ganesh mandal’s helpline in Pune a hit; helps
residents with everyday services
Drunken driving: Cops oppose

Maharashtra requests Sachin

First ever successful heart

bail plea of Janhavi Gadkar,

Tendulkar and Amitabh

transplant conducted in

accused of mowing down 2

Bachchan to help save tigers

Mumbai thanks to efforts of
police

25 lakh children with special needs enrolled in
schools: Govt
Khandala ghat section of Mumbai-Pune
Expressway to be closed between 12- 4 pm till
Aug 10
Thanekar covers 11 countries on cycle
Birla college professors restore broken bond
this Friendship Day

ACROSS DNA NEWS

Suspend obstructing members

Mumbai University Vice

Retired woman banker, 66,

till end of Parliament session,

Chancellor Sanjay Deshmukh

wants to revive women's

says Ramdas Athawale

moots proposal for

hockey in Mumbai

Lokpal Bill amendment: Panel seeks views from
political parties
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi lead Congress
protest against MPs' suspension

appointment of four pro-VCs

MORE STORIES
LATEST VIDEOS

Porn Ban: Government to ban only child
pornography?
Arunachal Pradesh: Pawans Hans chopper with
IAS oﬃcer, 3 crew members goes missing
Deve Gowda compliments PM Narendra Modi
on Nagaland peace accord

SPORTS NEWS
BCCI needs to be accountable and transparent:

Sports Minister Sarbananda Sonowal
Rafael Benitez insists Gareth Bale, Karim
Benzema will stay at Real Madrid
Ashes 2015: Peter Nevill dismisses talk of
Aussie dressing-room disharmony
Rio Ferdinand advises Everton's John Stones to
choose Manchester United over Chelsea
Watch: Orangutan kisses

11 lion cubs born in Gir Forest

Canadian groom surprises his

pregnant woman's belly

Indian bride by singing ‘Tum Hi
Ho’

TRENDING TOPICS
Gurdaspur attack

Sreesanth

Film and Television Institute of India (FTII)
Salman Khan

one plus 2

Aam Admi Party
Bajrangi Bhaijaan
Priyanka Chopra

Yakub Memon

APJ Abdul Kalam
Bahubali
Bank of India

micromax

Masaan

NEWS
Lokpal Bill amendment: Panel seeks
views from political parties

SPORT

ENTERTAINMENT

BCCI needs to be accountable and
transparent: Sports Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal

Jhalak Dikhhla Jaa 8: Mira Rajput and
Shahid Kapoor to ﬁnally make an
appearance on national television

Rafael Benitez insists Gareth Bale, Karim
Benzema will stay at Real Madrid

Porn Ban: Watch AIB's prophetic video
about a world without pornography

Porn Ban: Government to ban only child
pornography?

Ashes 2015: Peter Nevill dismisses talk
of Aussie dressing-room disharmony

Sonam Kapoor lashes out at
government's Porn Ki Baat

Arunachal Pradesh: Pawans Hans
chopper with IAS oﬃcer, 3 crew
members goes missing

Rio Ferdinand advises Everton's John
Stones to choose Manchester United
over Chelsea

Teaser poster of Shah Rukh Khan's 'Fan'
unveiled

Special Delhi Assembly session a 'big
joke' on women: Congress

Stop seeking 'favours': Intikhab Alam
writes stern letter to domestic match
referees

Sonia Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi lead
Congress protest against MPs'
suspension

About DNA

Alia-Shahid starrer Shaandaar's teaser
poster is quite dreamy

Partner site:

Zee News

Contact us

Advertise

Reprint Rights

©2015 Diligent Media Corporation Ltd.

MONEY
Coal imports drop by 11% to 19 million
tonnes in July
Realty sector needs bold policy decisions:
DLF Chairman KP Singh
British Airways slashes hand luggage size
for speedy boardings
Samsung claims 40% share in smartphone
market in June
Govt examining proposal to raise Rs 40,000
crore via bonds from LIC

