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HYDERABAD: If everything goes as per plan, Hyderabad will turn into a training hub of the elite
'Black Cats' by mid-2014. With the ministry of home affairs (MHA) giving its nod and sanctioning
Rs 533.68 crore a few months ago, the National Security Guard (NSG) officials are gearing up to
set up the Southern Regional Center (SRC) at Ibrahimpatnam for training commandos .
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The proposal to set up a state-of-the-art NSG training centre at Ibrahimpatnam on the lines of
NSG Manesar training centre has been pending for over three years. But the MHA officials, in
their annual report released recently, announced the release of funds for developing
infrastructure. "Post the 26/11 Mumbai terror strike, four regional hubs of NSG were
operationalised in Mumbai, Hyderabad, Chennai and Kolkata to reduce reaction time. A regional
centre at Hyderabad is also being raised, for which 600 acres of land has been acquired. MHA has
conveyed sanction of Rs 533.68 crore towards the construction of this Southern Regional Centre,
NSG at Ibrahimpatnam," the MHA report said.
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With the state government also handing over 600 acres at Ibrahimpatnam, the SRC is likely to be
ready by next year. Tender notices have already been issued for civil works, which would be
overseen by the Central Public Works Department. With this, Hyderabad would have an NSG hub
at Trimulgherry as well as the SRC for training 'Black Cats'. As of now, nearly 300 commandos,
ready for anti-terror operations round-the-clock, are stationed at the NSG hub at Trimulgherry.
Similar hubs are in place in Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata.
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With this, the state would have two trained anti-terror striking forces. Besides the NSG, the
Andhra Pradesh police's OCTOPUS, which also has a training facility at Ibrahimpatnam, has a
strength of over 250 personnel. NSG and OCTOPUS personnel, who undergo a gruelling training,
including handling sophisticated weapons,
are sent back to their parent department once they attain the age of 35, ensuring that the force
remains young and fighting fit.
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