
I Was Denied 26/11 Dues: Wounded Ex-NSG Commando

NEW DELHI: A former NSG commando, who had killed two terrorists at the Taj Mahal Hotel during the

26/11 siege but was rendered completely deaf due to injuries he suffered in the process, came on Arvind

Kejriwal's platform on Thursday to allege that he had been handed a raw deal and deprived of pension and

disability benefits due to him despite risking his life for the country.

Haryana resident Naik Surender Singh, who was compulsorily retired following injuries he suffered during

Operation Tornado, alleged that he was forced to run from pillar to post for the last 13 months for money

due to him.

Talking to reporters, Singh and Kejriwal demanded an inquiry into the funds given as donations by the

public post-Mumbai terror attack alleging that the money was selectively distributed among commandos

leaving many out. The two said that a callous government had left heroes to beg, and demanded to know

the amount of money NSG had received from the public and what had been done with cheques signed by

contributors like Indian cricket captain M S Dhoni, Rohan Motors, Royal Western India Turf Club in

favour of the commandos.

Government denied the charge of insensitivity towards the commando, but acknowledged that there was a

delay of 13 months in the disbursement of pension to Singh who was originally from the Grenadiers' unit

of the Army.

Singh, the sole earning member of a family of five and now completely deaf, will start getting his pension

only from this month. He forcefully countered defence ministry's claim that Rs 19 lakh of the total Rs 31

lakh due to him in benefits had already been released. The injured commando produced bank statements

to show that the account into which the money was supposed to credited, did not receive the amount

government claims to have disbursed to him. The account has only Rs 10 lakh. He maintained that he has

so far received only Rs 4 lakh from various sources.

"Even the citation certificate given to me is worthless since it did not have the signature of the Director

General of NSG," said a dejected Singh.

The timing of the press conference, underlining Kejriwal's growing ability to attract people with diverse

grievances against the government, was significant. The allegation of indifference to heroes who had

combated the Mumbai attackers comes a day after terrorist Ajmal Kasab was executed, and days before the

fourth anniversary of the terror attacks, and sought to tap into the mood in the wake of Kasab's hanging.

The tactic worked too, forcing the government to come up with a prompt and detailed response and to

argue, in a first, its case on micro-blogging site, Twitter.

The emotive nature of the allegation knocked the ministries of defence and Information and Broadcasting,

and the NSG into a team as they tried to fend off Singh's charges. "I left for the Operation without seeing

my newborn son. I gave my 100% to the country but this government has left me with nothing. I don't

want money...I want an inquiry in to the money."

Singh suffers from 100% hearing disability diagnosed as sensory neural hearing loss in both ears and has

splinters in both legs after a grenade thrown by the terrorists blew up on November 29, 2008."Jo wahan

ladaai thi, who bahar walon se thi. Apne aadmiyon se ladna mushkil ho raha hai. (The fight in Mumbai

was against outsiders, but fighting with my own countrymen is proving difficult.)," he lamented.

He denied the government's claim that his failure to get a Contributory Health Insurance Scheme Card

was the reason why he had to spend Rs 1 lakh from his own pocket for the treatment of injuries he

sustained while battling the terrorists holed up in Taj Mahal Hotel.

Government agreed to investigate the charge that money donated by Royal Western India Turf Club for

the NSG commandos who fought the 26/11 attackers, was given to only four of them.

"This is a country where a cricketer gets Rs 1 crore just to swing his bat but we force people who have

risked their lives to beg for their rights. Who will send their husband, wife or son to fight for the country,"

Kejriwal and his colleagues said.

He claimed that both Taj and Oberoi hotels received $28 million in insurance money by August, 2009.
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Charging the government to prove that he had even received a "single paisa" from them, Singh said that he

and his colleagues had been threatened not to air their grievances publicly or they would lose the funds

they had received. "You can check my bank account. I have not got any money. The government is lying,"

he said.

Singh said that he was declared medically unfit 14 years three months and 10 days in to service and thrown

out of the army forcing him to lose pension benefits due after 15 years of service. Presenting an order from

the government which said Singh was not eligible to get pension as he had completed 15 years, Kejriwal

claimed there are several clauses in the law under which a commando can be given concessions so that he

gets his pension.

In its documents IAC said that serving NSG commandoes had been similarly ill-treated and not given

honours or benefits. "When they demanded their rights, these commandoes were shunted to their parent

cadre before their term was up," Kejriwal said.

Singh claimed that NSG commandos, who were injured in the 26/11 operation, received a "number of gifts

in the form of cheques", but the force had not dispersed them.

After being stonewalled by authorities, Singh filed an RTI asking for information on the benefits. "I saw a

file in which the photocopy of a cheque of Rs 2 lakh each from Rohan Motors Pvt Ltd and Mumbai-based

Priyadarshini Vikas Mandal were received in my name. I never got the money. Not just me but none of my

colleagues got the money which came in their name. I want to know who encashed them and where are

they now?" he asked.

"When I asked officials what happened to the money, they said the home ministry decided that no gifts or

donations will be received by the NSG. But they did not show me the records to prove that those money

have been returned," Singh said.

He also demanded that an enquiry be launched into the matter and the government clarifies what it did

with the money gifted by several firms and individuals. He claimed that Dhoni had given a cheque of Rs 7

lakh while Rohan Motors had given a cheque of Rs 2 lakh in his name. There were 11 cheques of similar

amounts that Singh claimed he saw.

He also questioned why Rs 2 lakh each given by the Royal Western Turf Club was given to four of the 11

commandoes while others were ignored. He also raised another anomaly that a person by the name

Hemraj had been given Rs 61,000 in medical expenses but did not recall who the person was.

The former NSG commando said that he had been forced to spend Rs 6,000-Rs 7,000 every month in

medical expenses for his family and himself.

Times View

The government says the former NSG commando and Arvind Kejriwal have got their facts mixed up.

However, even if we accept the NSG's version of what has happened, there clearly has been, at the very

least, some laxity in giving Surinder Singh all the money that was to come to him. If you believe the worst,

there has been complete indifference to the plight of someone who incurred a disability fighting terrorists

during the 26/11 attack on Mumbai. Either way, there appears to be little appreciation for the bravery

Singh and his colleagues showed. Is this how we should be treating those who risk life and limb in

protecting us?
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