
Coming together is a beginning;
keeping together is progress;
working together is success.

-- Henry Ford
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I was saved three times that night
By Reji John & Mehul Shah Nov 26 2009 , Mumbai
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Thirty-four-year-old Eric Anthony is the manager of Leopold Café in the
Colaba area of south Mumbai, the first venue that came under terrorist attack
on November 26 last year. Anthony, who has been with Leopold for close to
15 years, was caught in the shoot-out last year but had a miraculous escape
with very minor injuries that required only first-aid. Sitting at one of the centre
tables at the ground level of the restaurant, surrounded by guests, an equal
mix of foreign and Indian, a visibly happy but ever more alert and cautious
Anthony spoke recalled the events that night with Financial Chronicle.

There was a grenade blast just outside the restaurant at 9.40 pm on
November 26 last year. I was inside the restaurant. Could not figure out what
was happening.

Saw two men fire indiscriminately at people within the restaurant and outside.
They started to fire indiscriminately for some time and soon they disappeared,
almost for three minutes.

Then our customers thought they had gone and began to run out from the
restaurant.

The terrorist came back and began to fire again. I think they disappeared for a
while only to reload their guns. I escaped three times.

There was a grenade attack at the cash counter where I was standing. I
managed to escape. I ran toward the exit on the eastern side of the
restaurant. Was shot at again for the second time.

But the third time, I couldn't be lucky, as I was shot at outside on the road and
this time the bullet brush passed through the right side of my head causing a
very minor injury just behind my right ear. It was a miraculous escape. Soon I
saw one of them walking on the road and the second one on the footpath
shooting at people indiscriminately. Later, they disappeared from the scene.
By then we had lost several lives--two of my colleagues and a few of our
guests at the restaurant.

There was complete chaos and panic all around.

There were people with injuries lying around in blood. With only a minor injury,
I along with others, including the owners of the restaurant (the Jehani
brothers-Farzad and Fahrang) immediately rushed injured people to the
hospital. I was taken to JJ Hospital and was discharged soon because my
injuries required only some first-aid. I could not sleep for a few days and I
never imagined such a thing could happen in south Mumbai.

I am a Roman Catholic and I believe in Jesus Christ.
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I think he has shown me a lot of mercy on that night. I was saved three times.
Earlier, I used to go to the church occasionally on Sundays, but since the
incident, I go to church everyday. My parents are happy that I was saved and
they never discouraged me or asked me to give up my job. The event has
made everyone more aware of the dangers around. They are more careful,
more alert and their eyes have been opened.

Anything can happen anywhere. That is the fact. We can't expect the
government and police to be everywhere.

We can't blame them. As citizens, we have got to be more alert.

If I say I am not scared, I am actually saying a lie.

Everyone fears for his or her life, though one has to die one day. The
restaurant was open on the fourth day after the attack. Security is a concern.
After the attacks, we have a gunman at the entrance, bags are checked but
we do not frisk anyone. But when there is some element of suspicion, we do
frisk. So far, our customers have been extremely cooperative.

After the event, people are coming from different parts of the world -- even
from the remotest places in India. They come here to see the place. There are
people who come here to see the bullet holes outside on the glass and walls.
Some of them had never heard about Leopold earlier. The business is on and
I am happy the place is always buzzing with people from all around the world.
There was even a lady from the US who came to the restaurant some time
back because her sister was one of the victims of the attack here.
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