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CID files chargesheet in Khwaja Yunus case
Sunday, 16 November 2008 - 3:04am IST
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Nearly six years after Parbhani-based engineer Khwaja Yunus, 27, died in police custody, the state CID ﬁled its
chargesheet against cop-turned-Shiv Sena activist Sachin Waze

Nearly six years after Parbhani-based engineer Khwaja Yunus, 27, died in police custody,
the state CID on Saturday ﬁled its chargesheet against cop-turned-Shiv Sena activist
Sachin Waze and three other police oﬃcers for allegedly killing Yunus while in custody. The
CID has charged Waze and Constables Rajendra Tiwari, Rajaram Nikam and Sunil Desai
under various sections of the IPC, including murder, criminal conspiracy, destruction of
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evidence and concealment of the body. The chargesheet hinges on the premise that Yunus
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was last seen in the custody of Waze and his
subordinates.
The 1,000-page chargesheet was ﬁled at the metropolitan magistrate court in Vikhroli on
Saturday afternoon. “The court has issued notices to the accused which are returnable on
December 8,” special public prosecutor RB Mokashi said. Waze and the other accused will
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have to present themselves in court on December 8.
The chargesheet stated that Waze, had admitted, in his aﬃdavits before the Bombay High
Court, that Yunus was last seen in his custody. As per the chargesheet, the four accused,
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while taking him to Aurangabad in a police vehicle, stopped at Lonavala police station for
lunch. Yunus, the CID contends, was clad in a burkha when brought to Lonavala police
station on January 7, 2003. However, after Waze and the other accused left him in the
Lonavala lock-up, the police oﬃcers from Lonavala said the man in their custody was not
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Khwaja. The CID stated that Khwaja was killed in the custody of the accused oﬃcers, that
the oﬀence took place in front of them and that each of them was party to the conspiracy.
Reacting to the CID ﬁling a chargesheet against him, Waze cited a political conspiracy. Waze
who joined the Shiv Sena last month after resigning from the police, said: “This move by
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the state government has been timed with the approach of the elections. It has been done
to put pressure on the Shiv Sena because it is supporting Sadhvi Pragya Singh Thakur, an
accused in the Malegaon blasts. The sanction for prosecution was granted in December, so
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why is the chargesheet being ﬁled now?” he asked. Waze added that although the charge
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of murder has been levied by the CID, he was exempt from it. “According to my
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information, the murder charge does not apply to me,” he said. “I accept that I was the one
taking Yunus to Aurangabad and also the one who saw him last, but that does not
establish murder.”
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Yunus was an accused in the Ghatkopar blasts of December 2002 and was charged under
POTA. In January 2003, he allegedly died in police custody. While his mother Aasiya Begum,
who moved Bombay High Court seeking compensation, alleged that he was killed in
custody, the policemen maintained he had escaped from custody and has been missing
since.
Waze, along with the other three, admitted to interrogating Yunus while he was remanded
to the custody of the DCB, CID, Powai Unit. However, the cops claimed that Yunus ﬂed from
custody while they were on their way to Aurangabad on January 7, 2003, at Jategaon near
Parner. In September, the Parner court declared Waze’s
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complaint maliciously false.
Of the 14 oﬃcers under the CID scanner for their alleged involvement in the Yunus case,
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the state government has granted sanction for the prosecution of only the four accused
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who the CID has now chargesheeted. The other 10 oﬃcers have been spared by the
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government, stating that Yunus was “exclusively” in the custody of the four oﬃcers and
there was no evidence to the involvement of the others.
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