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Another lawyer target of anti-Kasab sentiment
Kartikeya & Sukhada Tatke, TNN | Dec 18, 2008, 03.42AM IST

MUMBAI: Just two days after advocate KBN Lam moved an application in a session's court
expressing his willingness to represent arrested terrorist Ajmal Amir Kasab, two unidentified men
vandalised his Breach Candy residence on Wednesday morning. 

This is the third instance where a lawyer willing to represent Kasab has been targeted. According
to police officials, the incident occurred around 11 am, when Lam was at home. "Two men in their
mid-twenties barged into the house,'' said assistant commissioner of police Sadashiv Patil. "They
destroyed a statue and broke a lampshade. They then smashed two showcases and fled. All this
happened within two to three minutes while Lam was in the bathroom,'' he added. 

Lam said he was aware that he could be targeted for taking up Kasab's case. "I know I could be
ostracised by some and pray that such incidents don't happen again,'' Lam, who also holds a
degree in economics from London University and has practised law in Mumbai for the past two
decades, had told TOI on Monday. Asked why he was not given protection, Patil said, "We did not
know where he lived, but now we will provide him adequate protection.'' 

"We do not suspect the role of any political party, because such people usually come in hordes.
These two youths must have been bigots,'' said a senior police official. "We are investigating the
case. Based on the version of the two servants who saw them, we are getting sketches of the
youngsters made,'' he added. 

Human rights activist Mihir Desai said nobody should be allowed to interfere with the work of a
lawyer who is merely discharging his legal duty. "The police must act sternly in such cases,'' he
said. 

Bombay Parsi Punchayat chairperson Dinshaw Mehta said, "Kasab is not a person who needs to
be represented by anyone. Why should Lam do so? Terrorists should be denounced by
everybody,'' he said. 

Condemning the attack, Rajiv Patil, chairperson of the Bar Council of Maharashtra and Goa, said,
"Why only an advocate, we are against attacks on anybody. At the same time, we are concerned
that lawyers may be soliciting clients through the press. Ideally, the brief should come from the
litigant to the lawyer and not the other way round,'' he said.
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