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God has been very kind to us: Victim
Mansi Choksi, TNN | Dec 1, 2008, 03.36AM IST

Rizwan Kader relives the night terror struck at the Taj Hotel, where he and his family were
stranded for many gruelling hours. 

I was inside the Taj Hotel when the first shot was fired outside Golden Dragon restaurant. I was
just five feet away from the terrorist. My name is Rizwan Kader and I'm 39 years old, an Indian
national and a resident of Mumbai. I am into export of foodstuff. I have still not recovered from
the shock. When I think about the incident, I realise that God has been very kind to me and my
family. It was impossible for us to get out of that place alive. 

On November 26, around 9:15 pm, I came to the new Taj Hotel for dinner at the Zodiac Grill
restaurant. We were a group of six (my daughter, my relatives from England and I) who entered
the main lobby. My family went towards the restroom opposite the Golden Dragon restaurant
while I waited for them near the reception. 

At 9:30 pm, a man wielding an AK-47 assault rifle barged in and shot at a man next to my
daughter, who was standing near the Golden Dragon. I shouted to my daughter and asked her to
run. This was the first bullet fired in the Taj and the beginning of this terror in front of my eyes.
People started running helter-skelter, looking for cover. Luckily, my family ran to me and we ran
inside the Zodiac Grill restaurant, which is in main lobby and closest to the main exit of the hotel. 

I managed to get as many people as I could inside the restaurant. We locked the door and waited
inside for hours. The terrorist started firing continuously and bullets were flying in all directions
in the main lobby area. Some who ran in the wrong direction were shot dead. We then locked the
main restaurant door from inside. We were 40 people inside, including a woman receptionist and
some of the hotel staff. We pushed the piano, the sofa and tables towards the door for our safety.
At first, we thought it was a minor problem and would be over in a few minutes when the police
arrived, but we were wrong. 

My bodyguard, who carries a licensed revolver, was waiting outside the hotel. At 9:40 pm, I called
him and told him to come inside with the gun and shoot the terrorist inside the lobby. He ran to
the hotel with the gun, but before he could enter the main door, the police caught him and
arrested him. They thought he was one of the "bad guys''. He was taken to the Colaba police
station and would be released on Saturday. At 10 pm, we heard firing outside the restaurant door.
Then we heard gunshots from outside the door of Zodiac Grill. We later understood those shots
were fired at the reception. 

At 2 am, two hotel staff came to meet us from the back door of the kitchen and asked us to follow
them to the first floor. One of them said it was safer on the first floor and about 100 guests had
taken shelter there. I told him that I did not wish to go there because I felt the place we were at
then was the safest because the escape route was the closest from there. Most of us decided not to
go up. Later, we saw on TV that most of the people on the first floor near the chambers bar had
been killed by the terrorists. I also came to know that terrorists had gunned down my cousin's
driver while they were heading towards Taj from Leopold Cafe. My cousin was on a cruise party
opposite the Taj Hotel. His car was parked outside. His driver, who was standing beside the car,
took three bullets and died on the spot. 

Locked up inside the restaurant, everyone was scared. We were constantly in touch with our
friends on our cellphones. People told us that the situation was very serious. At 5 am on Thursday,
we called the commissioner of police Hassan Gafoor and told him that we were inside the Zodiac
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we called the commissioner of police Hassan Gafoor and told him that we were inside the Zodiac
Grill. We urged him to help us. 

Within minutes, police personnel came to rescue all 40 of us. The fact that the restaurant is close
to the main entry of the hotel helped them a lot in carrying out the rescue operation. 
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