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US Admiral Robert F.Willard

Furore over U.S. claim on
special forces operations
deployed in South India 'base'
By Mail Today Reporter UPDATED: 03:09 GMT, 3 March 2012

India on Friday rejected a top US military commander's statement that
American Special Forces were deployed in various South Asian countries
including India. 

A U.S. Special Forces Soldier with Special Operations Task Force - Central fires
a Carl Gustav rocket, during a training exercise

The defence ministry was responding to a statement made by Admiral
Robert Willard, the PACOM Commander, in a Congressional hearing on
Thursday that American Special Forces teams were currently stationed in
India as part of the counter-terrorism cooperation. 

'The report is factually incorrect in so far as reference to India is concerned,'
the ministry of defence said in a release. 'US Special Forces Teams have
never been stationed in India in the past, nor are such teams stationed in
the country presently,' the release added. 

'We have special forces assist
teams - Pacific assist teams is the
term - laid down in Nepal,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives,
as well as India,' Willard told US
lawmakers.

The PACOM Commander was
responding to a question from
Congressman Joe Wilson as to
what effort was being made to
counter the threat from L-e-T.

He said Pacific Command's Indian
Engagement Initiative that
resourced and hosted Mumbai
counter terrorist specialists for
training exercises and exchanges
throughout the US, together with
capacity-building activities with
South Asian partners, were mainly
focused on containing the LeT and
contributing to CT self-sufficiency of
the sub-region's militaries. 

'South Asia as a whole is of major
strategic importance to the US.
Anchored by India and containing a
major sea line of communication for
the transport of energy and other
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commerce to Asia and the Americas from the Middle East and Europe,
South Asia security partnerships are increasingly vital to USPACOM's
mission,' Willard said.

Responding to queries about the status of India's relationship with the US,
he said it was growing stronger, but was not without challenges. Willard
said this was because New Delhi, in its effort to maintain its strategic
autonomy, was seeking to balance its associations with many other nations
as well. 

'The relationship with India is strong and growing stronger. It's not without
its challenges (though),' Willard said. 

'We don't have a long history between the countries. We began at a pretty
nascent stage and have progressed to the point that today we exercise with
India across all the services. It's one of the most significant security
assistance programmes that we have in the Asia-Pacific Theater right now,'
he said. 

He added that the US and India had made 'great progress in bilateral ties.
At the same time, they (India) pride themselves on what they term strategic
autonomy, kind of, a non-alliance philosophy. And as a consequence of
that, we are challenged in the relationship by virtue of India seeking to
balance its associations with many other nations as well. 

We're challenged in our relationship with Pakistan as a consequence of the
animosity that has existed historically between India, Pakistan," Willard said
explaining the challenges in the US-India relationship. 'And India is in a very
challenged part of the world, with Afghanistan close by; Pakistan as a
neighbour; the Kashmir issue, which has persisted for a long time; and a
disputed border between India, China," he said. 

Another key official said at the hearing that the possibilities of a Nato
partnership with India were worth exploring. "Just to really push a little
further, two nations that I think are worth exploring possibilities with are
India and Brazil. 

They could operate with us in the piracy mission should they choose to do
so,' Admiral James Stavridis, Commander of US European Command and
Nato Supreme Allied Commander, Europe said. This is the first time
possibly that a top Pentagon commander has suggested a possible
partnership between Nato and India.
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