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Plans for simultaneous Mumbai-style attacks on high profile targets in Britain, France and Germany are being investigated by anti-terror police, The
Times has been told.
The plot for the terror attacks has been under way for several weeks, it is understood. David Cameron was said to be shocked when briefed about them
while on holiday in Cornwall this summer. He was briefed again a couple of weeks ago in a Cobra meeting at Downing Street involving the heads of the
security services, Scotland Yard’s Counter-Terrorism Unit and Defence chiefs.
Suspects, believed to be Islamists, have been under surveillance for some time. A source said: “This is an ongoing investigation into a major plot in the
UK. It is not over yet.”
It is two years since 174 people were killed in a 24-hour co-ordinated attack on the Indian city of Mumbai from ten gunmen.
The exact targets of the planned assaults have not been revealed but are believed to involve well known buildings and sites. The Times has known of the
plot for some time but had agreed not to report it for fear of jeopardising the security operation.
The Central Intelligence Agency had increased its missile strikes against Taleban insurgents in Pakistan to try to stop the planning of the mass attacks,
according to a report in The Wall Street Journal. US officials told The New York Times that 20 Predator strikes have been mounted so far this month.
This is more than twice the number normally launched in any single month.
France has been on high alert for the past ten days after warnings from the intelligence services that Islamist terrorists were preparing an imminent
attack on French territory.
The alerts began after the Algerian-led Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) took five French citizens hostage at the Arlit uranium mines in Niger
two weeks ago.
French intelligence and special forces have traced the hostages to a mountainous area in northern Mali, near the Algerian border. Independent experts
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and opponents of Mr Sarkozy dismissed the latest alerts as a manufactured scare. French intelligence sources said that the main reports of a threat came
from Algerian intelligence services which had proved unreliable in the past. Senior western diplomats told The Times yesterday that the latest reports
were deemed credible by British and US experts.
The Eiffel tower was closed last night for the second time in a week after telephoned threats of a bomb attack but the public was allowed back after a
search produced no trace of explosive.
Bernard Squarcini, the head of the internal intelligence service, said that France faced its biggest threat since the mid-1990s when Algerian-based
radicals waged a murderous bombing campaign in Paris. “All the red lights are flashing,” he added.
Over the past 12 months the British security services have practised reacting to a Mumbai-style attack and in Birmingham the emergency services
conducted a secret exercise.
At the end of last year Scotland Yard was said to have warned businesses that a Mumbai-style attack could be planned for this year.
Terrorist groups that have been thwarted by agencies across the world are coming up with increasingly diverse ways to attack their targets. At Christmas
a man was arrested boarding an aircraft in Holland with explosives in his underpants.
Last week, Janet Napolitano the US secretary for homeland security warned that the West faces “increased activity” from terrorist groups affiliated to
al-Qaeda in plots that are becoming harder to detect.
She said there was a rising threat from “attacks where small teams of operatives storm a facility using small arms”, similar to the Mumbai attacks in
which more than 300 people were injured.
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