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Prince Charles pays tribute to victims of Mumbai terror attacks during
India tour
Prince Charles pays tribute to victims of Mumbai terror attacks during visit to India
ahead of Commonwealth summit in Sri Lanka

Prince Charles interacts with business leaders at the Taj Mahal hotel in Mumbai, India Photo: AP

By Dean Nelson, Mumbai
11:18AM GMT 09 Nov 2013

The Prince of Wales paid tribute to the bravery of staff at Mumbai's Taj Mahal Palace hotel,
including two chefs who were shot, as they helped hundreds of guests escape the worst terrorist
attack in India's history.
The Prince and the Duchess of Cornwall were visiting the hotel on Saturday to lay a wreath in
memory of the 30 guests and staff who were killed at the hotel when 10 terrorist commandos
came ashore in a boat on Nov.26, 2008 and launched a three-day massacre in which more than
160 died. India will mark the fifth anniversary of the attacks later this month.
After laying a jasmine wreath and bowing his head in silence, the Prince, accompanied by the
Duchess, met waiters, bell boys, telephone operators, chefs and managers who were working
that night when the gunmen entered the hotel.
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One operator, Sophia D'Silva, 35, told the Prince she had been besieged with heart-breaking
calls from guests trapped in their rooms crying and screaming for help as the gunmen prowled
the hotel's corridors.
"Tragic," he replied, as she described their distress.
Prakash Bangera, senior captain in charge of waiters in the hotel's Zodiac Grill, had told the
Prince how he had tried to calm dozens of guests in his restaurant as the gunmen rampaged
outside its locked doors.
He had braved three runs through the gunfire upstairs to the main kitchen to bring back platters
of sandwiches to his traumatised guests.
"The Prince said he was very proud that we had tried our best to save the guests and that 'we
need more guys like you everywhere,'" he said.
The Prince heard the moving story of two chefs at the hotel who were both the sons of army
men, had trained together at catering college, got their first jobs together at the Taj Palace at the
same time and were both shot on the same night.
The Prince turned and exclaimed to The Duchess of Cornwall: "these two were shot!" Nitin
Minocha, 39, had been thrown to the ground by a hail of gunfire while helping guests escape
from a back entrance until he tried to stand up. He had been shot in his hand and was bleeding
heavily.
"Was it a Kalashnikov?" The Prince asked him.
"I think it was a fake Chinese one, because it caused so much damage," he replied, indicating
his hand and arm which was covered with a protective support bandage.
"He has had nine operations to restore the full use of his hand.
His college friend and Taj colleague Raghu Deora, 39, told the Prince how he had been hiding
in the first floor kitchen along with a father and his son when a gunmen in a red cap discovered
them and forced them to lie down on their fronts in the corridor.
"He asked us our names, realised we were not the ones he was looking for and then shot all
three of us with a spray of bullets. First they hit my leg and broke it, and the second went
through the back of my stomach like a punch. The other two just couldn't make it and died in
front of me. The gunman presumed I was dead," he said.
He crawled past colleagues who had been killed - seven of the hotel's chefs were shot dead 2 von 3
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and was eventually rescued by the hotel's head of security Sunil Kudiali, who oversaw the
security for the Prince and Duchess's visit today.
He had chased after the "fidayeen" terrorist commandos, but was forced to retreat after being
shot at himself. He, a senior officer armed with only a handgun, and other staff had tried to
distract the terrorists by using moving targets in the hotel's old wing to keep them from
reaching hundreds of guests in the large Tower Wing.
"One person had started firing in the Shamiana (coffee shop) and I thought I could take him on.
I ran through the corridor that links the two wings, then realised that one terrorists was in the
corridor waiting. He started firing at me continuously," he said.
He later saw one of his colleagues, a popular chef at the hotel whom he had been with in the
morning, dead on the floor and two others, one who also died, and Raghu Deora, whom he
saved.
"I lost a lot of friends, and they shot my dog, Lucy. She was a sniffer dog and she and her
handler ran towards the smell of sulphur away shot twice at point blank," he said.
The Duchess of Cornwall had earlier been moved close to tears when she met abused and
abandoned children at a children's home, including teenagers who had been raped.
She was persuaded to join in a dance routine with some of the girls and was moved when a boy
no older than three who was unable to walk crawled on his stomach to meet her. He beamed
when she touched his hand tenderly.
She had especially been moved by the young abandoned, in particular a three day old baby boy.
"They are just such tragic stories, you cannot believe....You just want to scoop them all up in
your arms and take them home," she said.
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