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There could have been at least 150 more casualties near Cafe Leopold on the night of 26/11 — all of them hawkers.

There could have been at least 150 more casualties near Cafe Leopold on the night of
26/11 (/topic/2611) — all of them hawkers. But prompt action by Vishwas Nangre Patil,
deputy commissioner of police (DCP) Zone I, led to them being evacuated from the area
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just a couple of days before the terror attack, said a police source on condition of
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There had been a R&AW tip-oﬀ in August, citing Cafe Leopold as a possible terror target.
Following it, security was beefed up in the adjoining areas. Nangre-Patil himself kept a
close watch on the place and ordered Colaba police to evacuate the hawkers in the vicinity.
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But as is their wont, the hawkers kept coming back. On November 24, Nangre-Patil visited
the area and found some 150 hawkers near Leopold. “He immediately instructed the
Colaba police station to evacuate them,” the source told DNA.
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Conﬁrming it, senior inspector Deepak Vishwasrao of Colaba police said, “Around 153
hawkers were evacuated from the area that day. It was mentioned in the records at Colaba
police station. The police control room too made entries of the action taken.”
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Another Colaba police oﬃcer said, “After spraying bullets inside Leopold, the terrorists
came outside ﬁring like crazy. But since there were very few hawkers, there was no
casualty. Had we not acted on time, there would have been a massive casualty outside
Leopold.”
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