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A Home Guard who did his family proud

BRAVEHEART: Mukesh Jadhav’s mother (right) and sister-in-law display his photo and service medal at their residence.
Rahi Gaikwad
His life was cut short by the terror attack at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus
Mumbai: Mukesh Bhikaji Jadhav’s young face looks out of his garlanded photograph hung on the wall of a small room in Sion Koliwada. The
23-year-old Home Guard’s life was cut short by the terror attack at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (CST) on November 26.
Bhikaji Lakhu Jadhav, his seventy-plus father, was not supposed to have tears in his eyes. He had had a cataract operation on November 25.
Mukesh was on duty at CST from 7.30 p.m. near the railway police station, says his cousin Arvind Mahadev Jadhav.
“When the firing started, it took a while for Mukesh to grasp the situation, as there was much confusion around.
“When he did, he, along with his colleague, whisked people away to safety. Just then, he was shot twice and fell to the ground. His colleague
took him inside the police booth,” he says.
Precious time was lost before Mukesh could get medical care. Home Guard Ashok Sakharam Mulki, his senior colleague, says:
“I was at home when I learnt of the incident. I spoke to Mukesh on the phone as he lay wounded.
“He told me that he was shot at and asked me not to inform his relatives. He was in that condition for about 45 minutes as the firing was on.
Later, I was told that he had been taken to hospital.”
Mukesh’s brother Chandrashekhar was watching television reports of the CST firing. He called Mukesh. However, Mukesh’s colleague
answered the call. He informed him of Mukesh’s injury and asked the family to come to the hospital.
“When we visited the hospital, we found him lying on a bed outside the operation theatre (OT). In the 45 minutes it took us to reach the
hospital, he had not received treatment. We asked the doctor, but he told us that already five other patients were inside the OT. When
Mukesh was taken in, he breathed his last and was immediately brought out,” says his sister-in-law Sandhya Santosh Jadhav.
Mukesh’s wounds were not bleeding, says Arvind. “The blood had dried and we could see the injury spots. He was shot in the back and waist.
The bullet, which hit his back, had passed through his chest. Although he did not speak, he was looking around.”
With the grief, the family also feels a sense of pride for their slain son. “We are proud that he died while trying to save lives. That he did
something different. That his death did not go waste. He has made our family and village proud. At the condolence meeting, there was an
outpouring of people.”
“The hall with a capacity of 500 people could not accommodate everybody.” For his family, which hails from Roon village in Lanja taluka of
Ratnagiri district, Mukesh was a trailblazer. “He came to Mumbai in 2001. Till then he had been working in the fields in our village. Then, he
trained as Home Guard. The job made him feel he could provide some security to others. He has completed three years of service. He took
great pride in his work. He would not let anyone touch his uniform; he took it everywhere. ,” says Arvind.
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