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Why did France allow the tabloid to provoke Muslims?

L

Contrary to popular misconception, Islam does not mean peace but rather means submission to the commands
of Allah alone. Therefore, Muslims do not believe in the concept of freedom of expression, as their speech and
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actions are determined by divine revelation and not based on people's desires.

Although Muslims may not agree about the idea of freedom of expression, even non-Muslims who espouse it
say it comes with responsibilities. In an increasingly unstable and insecure world, the potential consequences

OUR VIEW: Slaughter of French satirists can't silence free expression (/story/opinion/2015/01/07/charlie-

hebdo-terrorists-paris-freedom-of-expression-editorials-debates/21417099/)

GALLAGHER: Why USA TODAY ran extremist's view (/story/opinion/2015/01/08/charlie-hebdo-usa-today-
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Muslims consider the honor of the Prophet Muhammad to be dearer to them than that of their parents or even themselves. To defend it is considered to

Islamic State. This is because the Messenger Muhammad said, "Whoever insults a Prophet kill him."

However, because the honor of the Prophet is something which all Muslims want to defend, many will take the law into their own hands, as we often see.

Within liberal democracies, freedom of expression has curtailments, such as laws against incitement and hatred.

USA TODAY

Jonah Goldberg: Islam reformer being_ignored

(http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2015/01/07/paris-terror-shooting-al-sisi-
epochal-speech/21390881/)

USA TODAY

Paris and jihad-in-place: Column

(http://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2015/01/07/terrorism-france-paris-attack-
islam-muslims-obama-recruits-radicalization-column/21388405/)

The truth is that Western governments are content to sacrifice liberties and freedoms when being complicit to torture and rendition — or whelseseglting
the freedom of movement of Muslims, under the guise of protecting national security.

The daring covers of 'Charlie
So why in this case did the French government allow the magazine Charlie Hebdo to continue to proldieblelms, thereby placing the sanctity of its

citizens at risk?

It is time that the sanctity of a Prophet revered by up to one-quarter of the world's population was protected.

Anjem Choudary (http.//www.anjemchoudary.co.uk/about.html) is a radical Muslim cleric in London and a lecturer in sharia.
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