BBC NEWS | UK | Britain 'sheltering al-Qaeda leader'

B]B[C]

EE NEWS WORLD EDITION

You are in: UK

18/04/16 06:47

News Front Page Monday, 8 July, 2002, 12:25 GMT 13:25 UK
7y _a-_’, Britain 'sheltering al- INVESTIGATING
?W% Qaeda leader' AL-QAEDA
' Afri;'a v 2 = Full coverage
Americas , ., B Key stories
Asia-Pacific Hunting an Iraqi link

Europe
Middle East

Guantanamo update

South Asia European probe
UK Spanish swoop
England Italy on alert
N Ireland

Scotland

Hamburg connection
Europe's al-Qaeda hunt

Wales A senior al-Qaeda leader is reportedly being
Politics |ooked after by British intelligence at a safe
Education hoyse in northern England - but security
Business o\ rces are denying the claim.

Entertainment Roots of jihad
Science/Nature Ap Qatada is accused by the United States, Al-Qaeda's origins

Technology gpain France and Algeria of being a key N
Health influence in the 11 September attacks on the
""""""" us.

Background
Al-Qaeda battle update
Who's who in al-Qaeda

The investigation
The money trail

Mr Qatada faces a death sentence in Jordan
Country Profiles  5ftar peing convicted in his absence of funding

See also:
29 Jan 02 | UK

In Depth 5 hombing campaign, and is said by US and Britain's al-Qaeda
------------ Spanish investigators to be Osama Bin Laden's connections
Programmes ,mbassador in Europe. 10 Dec 01 | Europe
------------- Spanish 'superjudge’
EIEME SPORT He disappeared in mid-December after British targets terror

authorities confiscated his passport, froze his
assets and ordered him confined to his home in
Acton, west London.

27 Dec 01 | UK
Monitoring radical
Muslims in the UK
19 Oct 01 | UK
Muslim cleric denies
terror link

03 Oct 01 | UK

Bin Laden suspect
'recruited in UK'

Daily E-mail

News Ticker 14 April the Sunday Times said Mr Qatada had

Mobile/PDAS  tyrned "supergrass" for MI5 - a theory fuelled

""""""" by the arrests of several Muslim extremists in
Text Only  Germany who had met him.

Feedback
Help Now senior European Internet links:
intelligence officials have the Jast thing [the Time
Change o UK reportedly told Time British] want is a hot  Home Office

Magazine that Mr Qatada potato they can't United Nations
and his family are being extradite for fear of MI5
lodged, fed and clothed al-Qaeda reprisals Today

by British intelligence The Sunday Times

services. Senior European

. . . . The BBC i ible fi
intelligence official @ BBC is not responsible for

"The deal is that Abu the content of external
Qatada is deprived of contact with extremists in [nternet sites
London and Europe but can't be arrested or Top UK stories now:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk/2115371.stm Page 1 of 3


http://www.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/a-z/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/northern_ireland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/scotland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/country_profiles/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/in_depth/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport2/hi/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/worldweather/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/email/news
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/services/ticker/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/services/mobiles/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/low/uk_news/2115371.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/services/feedback/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/services/help/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/shared/hi/change_edition-news.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/in_depth/world/2001/war_on_terror/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/in_depth/world/2001/war_on_terror/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/2577521.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/2648547.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2690629.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2689915.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2349195.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/2240867.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/2638437.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/1717297.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/1603178.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/1670089.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/world/02/september_11/investigating_al_qaeda/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/world/02/september_11/investigating_al_qaeda/money_trail/html/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/1775683.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/1702155.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/1730422.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/1607863.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/1576313.stm
http://www.time.com/time/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.un.org/
http://www.mi5.gov.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/today/
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/

BBC NEWS | UK | Britain 'sheltering al-Qaeda leader'

expelled because no one officially knows where
he is," says the source, whose claims were
corroborated by French authorities according to

the magazine.

"The British win because the last thing they
want is a hot potato they can't extradite for
fear of al-Qaeda reprisals but whose presence
contradicts London's support of the war on

terror."

But UK security sources have told BBC News
there is "absolutely no substance" in the claim
as British intelligence does not know where Abu
Qatada is, having lost track of him after he

disappeared.

UN list

Mr Qatada, a Jordanian-born Palestinian, was
granted asylum in Britain in 1994 after claiming
he was fleeing persecution for his religious

beliefs.

Also known as Sheikh Omar Abu Omar and
Omar Mohammed Othman, he appeared on the
United Nations' list of suspected Islamic
terrorists issued after 11 September.

Baltasar Garzon, a Spanish National High Court
judge charged with leading Spain's al-Qaeda
crackdown, called the Muslim cleric the
"spiritual head of the mujahideen in Britain".

Judge Garzon, who
questioned al-Qaeda
suspects in Madrid last
year, said Mr Qatada
was the most
important British
contact of Spain-based
terror suspect Abu
Dahdah.

Dahdah, whose real
name is Imad Eddin
Barakat Yarbas, was
one of eight suspected apy Qatada
members of a group

charged with preparing and carrying out the 11

September attacks.

Judge Garzon added that Mr Qatada had links
with terror suspects in Germany, France, Italy,

Belgium, Britain and Spain.

Following the judge's comments, Mr Qatada
told BBC Radio 4's Today programme Bin Laden
"had a point" in his desire to rid his home
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country, Saudi Arabia, of any American
influence.

"I believe in Jihad," he said.

"And I believe in the necessity of liberating our
nation and freeing it from bondage."
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