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Government loan officer Johnelle Bryant says she was face to face with Mohamed Atta, believed to
be the ringleader of the Sept. 11 hijackers, for hours as he requested money apparently intended to
finance a terrorist plot. Here are excerpts of Brian Ross' interview with Bryant.
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
I'm a formal manager at, for a farm service agency. It's a agency, part of the United States
Department of Agriculture. And my main office is located in Homestead, Florida. But my servicing
area includes: Dade County, Broward County, and Palm Beach County, and, and Monroe County.



BRIAN ROSS:
And, and what is it you do actually. Is it like a, a bank sort of, or?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
It's similar. Only, it's guaranteed, it's government financed loans for agriculture, for farming, type
operations. We make real estate operating loans.
BRIAN ROSS:
And so, it's open to any American Citizen to come, and?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
Yes, sir. As long as they are farmers, and they do have experience farming. And they're family-size
farmers. And they're unable to obtain credit elsewhere.
BRIAN ROSS:
And how long have you been at the office in, in Homestead?
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JOHNELLE BRYANT:
Two years. I started in Homestead, January of 2000. But I have been with my agency for 16 years.
BRIAN ROSS:
And, when did you first meet someone who you say is Mohamed Atta? What happened?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
I met him somewhere between the end of April, around the third week of April to the third week of
May of 2000.
BRIAN ROSS:
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JOHNELLE BRYANT:
Somewhere in that general area. I can't pinpoint it down any more than that.
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BRIAN ROSS:
And tell me what happened?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
He came to my agency to finance an aircraft. A, a crop-duster.
BRIAN ROSS:
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That's what he told you.
JOHNELLE BRYANT:

SEE IT, SHARE IT
Mom Dying of Cancer
Preps Cards to
Toddler for Future
Milestones

That's what he told me. Yes, sir.
BRIAN ROSS: What, what'd he say?
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JOHNELLE BRYANT:
It, it wasn't actually a crop-duster in itself that he was wanting to finance. He wanted to finance a
twin-engine, six-passenger aircraft, that he could use as both a charter flights, and remove the, the
seats. And he said he was an engineer, and he wanted to build a chemical tank that would fit inside
the aircraft, and take up every available square inch of the aircraft, except for where the pilot would
be sitting. And run the spray nozzles along the wind span. And use it as both a crop-duster plane,
and as a charter plane.
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BRIAN ROSS: And when he came, did he, what name did he give you?
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JOHNELLE BRYANT:
Mohamed Atta. And I was taking notes. We typically take notes of a, it's considered an initial
applicant interview. And while taking notes, I, I wrote his name down. And I spelled it A-T-T-A-H, and
he told me, "No, A-T-T-A, as in 'Atta boy!'"
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BRIAN ROSS:
Atta boy.
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
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BRIAN ROSS:
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And did he tell you where he lived?
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JOHNELLE BRYANT:
Yes. We, we, actually discussed his background and what he was doing in the United States.
McDonalds Corp

BRIAN ROSS:
What, what'd he say?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
Before we really started talking about the loan.
BRIAN ROSS:
Mm-hmm.
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JOHNELLE BRYANT:
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And he told me that he was originally from Egypt, I believe. But that he had actually moved here
from Afghanistan. And, I believe, he told me that he moved from Egypt to Afghanistan, having to do
with some kind of political pressure. But I don't, I don't remember exactly what it was. He also
mentioned that he had an engineering degree and had gone to school in Germany. Because when
we were talking about the aircraft, and the chemical tank, he was wanting to put in the aircraft, I, I
mentioned that a tank of that size wouldn't fit through the door. And he said that he was a, an
engineer, and that he knew how to solve those problems.
He told me that he had sold all of his belongings at home, to move to the United States to start his
dream, which was to go to flight school, and, and get his pilot's license, and work both as a charter
pilot, and a, a crop duster, too.
BRIAN ROSS: How did he know to come to you for a loan?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
Oh. He told me that he had purchased a book from, off the cable TV, that advertised how to get,
how to obtain a free grants, or loans from the government. And he had said that he had paid $40 for
it. And that it, it explained to him our agency, and our loan limits. Actually we have a guaranteed
loan limit of $750,000. And he was asking for $650,000.
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
He also thought that he, all he had to do to obtain the money, was to actually just come to my
office, tell me what he wanted the loan for, and that he would obtain the cash, without any kind of
application processing, whatsoever. And he, when I explained to him about the application process,
he became very agitated. And he said that that's not what the book said. That the book said that I, I
come to your agency and that I could get up to $750,000 in, in loan. And he also thought that the
loan was going to be cash.
BRIAN ROSS:
So he believed the TV commercial. Free money from the government.
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
He actually believed, yes. He actually believed that he could walk into the office and say that he
needed $650,000 to purchase an aircraft with. And that I would give him $650,000 in cash.
BRIAN ROSS:
So he must have been very disappointed.
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
Yes, sir. He was. What, what kind of compounded that was the fact that our agency, we have a
very large, very old safe. A great big black safe. And it happened to be in my office.
Yes. And he, he asked me what would, and he asked this in a rhetorically. After explaining what
kind of security they had in his, in his country, he asked me what would prevent him without the,
with any visual, audio security equipment, behind my desk and in my office with that safe sitting
there. He asked me what would prevent him from going behind my desk and cutting my throat, and
making off with the millions of dollars of cash in that safe. And, I told him that, well I kind of laughed.
I mean I didn't laugh at him. But I chuckled a little bit about it. And I thought well, for one thing. I told
him for one thing, there's, there's no cash in that safe. And then I explained to him about the
evidence of indebtedness. And then, and he asked about, well, when you get a loan, you get cash.
You get money. And you make loans so you have money. And I said, well, we do make loans, sir.
However. The loans in this country come typically in two forms. You get a U.S. Treasury check,
which is similar to a income tax return check. Or, it's, it's wired to your account. So it's electronic
funds transfer. But we never handle cash. There's absolutely no cash in that safe. And so then he
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asked me what the second thing was that would prevent him from coming behind my desk. And
you've got to understand that when he said this, he said it in a rhetorical manner, as compared to
the lack of security in my office, versus what he was accustomed to, at, at home. And…
BRIAN ROSS:
But, he said, "What would prevent me from cutting your throat?"
JOHNELLE BRYANT: "Coming behind your desk and cutting your throat and making, and making
off with all the cash in that safe because you don't have any security in your office." And so I told
him, "No, there's no cash in, in the safe, number one. And I told him number two, my, my training
would prevent him from coming behind the desk and cutting my throat." And he asked me, and he
kind of, he kind of, stepped back. And he said, "So you've had military training?" I said, "Oh, no, sir,
I've never been in the military." And he, he mentioned something about that he understood that the
United States allowed women in the armed forces now. But that he didn't understand, he didn't
actually realize that, that they, they were given combat training. I said, "No, no I've never been in the
military." And so then he asked me what kind of training that I had. And I told him that I took about
six months of karate training. Koname Ru, karate training. And he asked what karate was. He
asked if that was similar to tae kwon do. I said yes, it is, it's just a type of martial arts training. And
he was very surprised that a woman would have that kind of training. And he was very interested in
that kind of training. And he wanted to know how, once he became settled down, in, in the United
States, how he could take that kind of training. And I told him that, just look it up in the Yellow
Pages.
BRIAN ROSS:
And what did he describe, how did he describe the business he wanted to start?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
A combination charter airplanes and crop duster.
BRIAN ROSS:
And he wanted the money …
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
To purchase the aircraft.
BRIAN ROSS:
And how much did he want?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
Six hundred and fifty thousand dollars.
BRIAN ROSS:
And what kind of aircraft did he want to buy?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
He, he actually wanted to purchase a six-passenger, twin-engine airplane, that he could pull the
back seats out, and build a special made chemical tank to put, put into, into the aircraft to hold the
chemicals for crop-dusting, and yet remove that when he, when he needed to, and replace the
seats for, in, for charter type, plane.
BRIAN ROSS:
So he wanted the plane where he could put a huge tank in the back.
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JOHNELLE BRYANT:
Yes, sir. Yes, sir. And, and he mentioned that he could get a larger tank in a twin-engine plane than
what he could, than the chemical capacity of a regular crop-duster plane, which he said that he
could use it, to stay up in the air longer while he's spraying sugar cane, out in the Broward County
area.
BRIAN ROSS:
And what did you think of that when he told you he had this plan?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
I didn't think it would work. Because crop-dusters are very agile, and they fly under high wires. And
my, my stepfather actually had a single-engine, four-seater plane, that I used to go up with him, on
occasion. And, it's, they don't have near the agility of a crop-duster plane. So, any kind of, I didn't
think they would, that what he was suggesting would work. I thought it was a very creative idea, on,
on his part.
BRIAN ROSS:
And you asked him about the size of the tank? About whether it would fit?
JOHNELLE BRYANT:
He, he I didn't really ask him about the size. He informed, he offered that information to me. He said
that he wanted to pull the back seats out and build a tank that would take up all the space of the
back seat. And take up all the space, except for where the pilot sat. And that way, when he went out
to spray, he wouldn't have to land and reload. He could just continue spraying, which, I, it didn't
make sense. But I had, I mean, prior to 9-1-1 I had no idea what else he would be wanting to do
with the airplane.
BRIAN ROSS:
And did you tell him that you didn't think it made much sense?
Part II of Brian Ross' exclusive interview with Johnelle Bryant
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