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Colaba market residents help NSG and cops
Published: Sunday, Nov 30, 2008, 3:39 IST
By Ninad Siddhaye

For almost every single person
in the Colaba market area, the
last 72 hours have been the
most difficult period of their
lives. But not all of them were
sitting idle during the siege at
Nariman House that hosted the
Jewish centre, Chabad House.

Local leader Puran Doshi’s
office was a hub of activity right
from the time the National

Security Guards took over the rescue operation. The question was
to how to determine the attack. “Major Sen, the officer in charge,
ruled against attacking from the ground floor after several
attempts. It was undecided throughout the night where the attack
would start from. It was just after the sunrise that the plan was
finalised to airdrop the commandos and the chopper was called
in,” said Doshi.

“The first police officer at the scene was Assistant Commissioner
Isaak Bagwan. He brought us the information that the city is under
siege. He called the ATS tothe spot. Later by 3.30pm on Thursday,
NSG took charge of the operation,” added Doshi.

According to him, the entire Thursday night, the NSG prepared a
full fledged strategy. When the operation was finally successful
after almost 12-15 hours, Joshi was one of the very few civilians
who were allowed to enter the Nariman House. “The entire six
floors of the building were in a complete mess.”
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