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At Oberoi Trident, 5 blasts in 15 mts,
35 people trapped
AGENCIES Nov 27, 2008, 06.09pm IST

NEW DELHI: As many as five blast sounds were heard from Mumbai's Oberoi Trident hotel in five minutes
after the Army took charge of the site.

35-40 people are being held as hostages inside Oberoi Trident Hotel, according to reports.

A senior hotel official has said some 200 people could still be trapped in the luxury hotel in Mumbai.

"We still believe that approximately 200 people are trapped inside" the Trident/Oberoi in the south of the
city, vice chairman of the Oberoi Group of hotels S.S. Mukherji said.
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The army and armed police were attempting to end the tense stand-off, as fresh firing could be heard at
Nariman House and Oberoi Trident hotel. At the Taj hotel, Maharashtra DGP A N Roy said hostages had
been rescued. However, there are reports of firing between terrorists and NSG commandoes around the
hotel.

A blast has been reported at Nariman House. NSG commandos are engaged in a gunbattle with six
terrorists holed up inside the building.

One terrorist holed up inside Nariman House in south Mumbai has been killed, police said.

An unspecified number of foreigners including Americans, Israelis and Canadians are thought to be among
those in the hotels and in Nariman House, a residential complex with an old Jewish prayer hall.

Firing is also on at Trident (Oberoi) hotel. Series of blasts have reportedly been heard at the hotel.
Hostages are still held by terrorists inside the hotel are being used as a human shield according to reports.
The Army has entered the hotel to flush out the terrorists.

The operation at Trident was being carried out very carefully to ensure there were no civilian casualties,
Maharashtra DGP A N Roy said adding there could be some hostages though the exact number was not
known.

The deputy chief minister of Maharashtra, R R Patil, has said that there could be between 100 and 200
guests and workers trapped in the Oberoi Trident Hotel, with 10-12 militants also inside.

"There could be 100-200 people inside the hotel, but we cannot give you the exact figure as many people
have locked themselves inside their rooms," RR Patil told reporters.

"There could be 10-12 terrorists inside the hotel. There are no negotiations with the terrorists."

The terrorists are believed to have come in a boat to the Gateway of India, opposite Taj hotel, as fresh
explosions rocked the two hotels after the night of terror targeting ten places.
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