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Kasab took out gun in CST loo
Vijay V Singh, TNN Dec 10, 2008, 02.30am IST

MUMBAI: Ajmal Kasab and Ismail Khan took out the weapons, with which they sprayed
bullets on unsuspecting commuters at CST on 26/11, inside a public toilet at the station.

This account of the last moments before Kasab and Khan readied for the carnage is a part of
the former's statement to the Mumbai police.
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Kasab, the only terrorist Mumbai's cops have got alive, has confessed to interrogators that he
went for the LeT training so that he could get trained in handling firearms. He needed this
training to follow the "career'' he had chosen for himself; he wanted to be a robber, he told
sleuths.

Kasab ran away from home in 2005 after a quarrel with his father. He went to Lahore where he
worked as a daily wage-earner with a caterer till 2007. But, unhappy with his meagre earnings,
he chucked the job and went to Rawalpindi along with one of his colleagues (Lal Khan) to
conduct "robberies''.

They were hunting for firearms that they would require when they noticed an LeT stall at a
market in Rawalpindi and decided to enrol themselves for the training so that they would also
get firearms.

Kasab and Khan were selected for a 21-day training, Daur-e-Am (general training), and then
another 21-day more specialised training called Daur-e-Sufa. The place where they trained was
in a village called Buttal. They were then sent for another two-month training course, Khidmat.

Kasab said he went home to stay with his parents after the training was over. But, after a
month of rest, he decided to report for an advanced LeT camp in Muzzafarabad; this session
was called Daur-e-Khas where they got "advanced weapons training'' from a person called
Kafa.

Thirty-one persons accompanied Kasab in this session. Sixteen of them were selected for some
"confidential work'' by Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi; but three of them ran away.

Kasab was then allowed to visit his parents again but only for a week and he joined a camp in
Muzzafarabad after that. It was then that he and his co-trainees were exposed to a fisherman's
life and asked to acquaint themselves with the sea. They were also given lectures on Indian
investigating agencies, including RAW, and 10 of them were selected (on September 15) for the
secret operation; it was there that he and Ismail Khan were "assigned'' the CST bit of the strike.

They were shown the surrounding areas on Google Earth and a video-grab of CST during rush
hours and given the code name of "VTS''.
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