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ISLAMABAD - Condemning the terrorist attacks in
Mumbai in the harshest terms, the political
leadership of the country put their weight behind the
government and the Armed Forces of Pakistan in
defending Pakistan's security interests.
The political leadership attending the All Parties
Conference on National Security at Prime Minister's
House Tuesday evening also took strong exception
to the unsubstantiated allegations made by India in
haste against Pakistan and feared that it could harm
the relations between the two neighbouring states.
In a rare show of solidarity almost all the political
leadership of the country participated in the
conference which discussed the situation arising out
of the Mumbai attacks and direct implication of
Pakistan in it by the Indian Government without
providing them with substantial evidence.
The sources privy to the deliberations of the
conference disclosed to The Nation that all the
participants came out with strongest condemnation
of the Mumbai blasts and showed solidarity and
sympathy with the families of the victims, but at the
same time they were critical of the irresponsibility
shown by the Indian Government by implicating
Pakistan in these attacks without any substantial
evidence.
These sources further said that some of the
participants also criticized the decision of Pakistan
Government that they would send Director General
or Director level officer to India regarding
investigation into Mumbai blasts.
On conclusion of the conference, which remained in
session for several hours, the following joint
statement was issued with the approval of all the
participants: "On the invitation of the Government of
Pakistan, the leaders representing all political parties
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met in Islamabad today to discuss the developments
ensuing from the recent Mumbai terrorist attacks,
including implications for national security.
The leaders and representatives of the political
parties of Pakistan unanimously underscored the
following: A strong condemnation of the
reprehensible terrorist attacks in Mumbai.
That the people of Pakistan share the grief of the
people of India and extend their sympathy to the
families of the victims.
The steadfast resolve of the Pakistani nation to
defend its honour and dignity as well as Pakistan's
sovereignty, political independence and territorial
integrity.
That all political parties and democratic forces firmly
support the Government and the Armed Forces of
Pakistan in defending Pakistan's security interests.
Pakistan's abhorrence to any act of violence
perpetrated against innocent persons.
That the political parties took strong exception to the
unsubstantiated allegations made in haste against
Pakistan.
That Pakistan's desire to pursue its constructive
engagement with India in a comprehensive manner
with a view to building confidence and mutual trust
for establishing friendly and good-neighbourly
relations with India on the basis of settlement of all
outstanding disputes.
" The participants included PML(N) Quaid, Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, Chief Minister Punjab,
Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif, Leader of
Opposition, Ch Nisar Ali Khan, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman (JUI-F), Sardar Atique Ahmad Khan, PM
(AJK), Dr Muhammad Farooq Sattar, Syed Haider
Abbas Rizvi (MQM), Haji Muhammad Adeel, Mrs
Bushra Gohar (ANP), Mr Justice (R) Abdul Razaq
Thahim (PML-F), Mr Aftab Ahmad Khan Sherpao
(PPP-S), Haji Munir Khan Aurakzai (FATA), Mr
Ghulam Mustafa Khan Jatoi (NPP), Mr Mehmood
Khan Achakzai (PkMAP), Sheikh Rashid Ahmad
(PML-A), Syed Nusrat Ali Shan (TI), Mr Tahir
Bazenjo (NPB), Qazi Hussain Ahmed (JI), Mr
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Israrullah Zehri (BNP Awami), Mr Imran Khan (PTI),
Prof Sajid Mir (Jamiat-e-Ahl-e Hadith), Allama Sajid
Ali Naqvi (TNFJ), Dr Raheeq Abbasi (Tehkreek-e-
Minhaj ul Quran), Syed Shujat Ali Bukhari, (Pak
Wattan Party), Maulana Sami ul Haq (JUI-S), M
Sarwat Ejaz Qadri (Sunni Tehrik), Haji Muhammad
Hanif Tayyab (Tehreek-e-Nifaz-e-Islam), Qari
Zawwar Bahadur (JUP-N), Rasool Bukhsh Palejo,
(Awami Tahrik) and Shahid Hassan Bugti (JWP).
From Government side Mian Raza Rabbani, Minister
for Inter Provincial Coordination, Ch Ahmad Mukhtar,
Minister for Defence, Makhdoom Shah Mahmood
Qureshi, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Ms Sherry
Rehman, Minister for Information & Broadcasting,
Farooq H Naek, Minister for Law & Justice, Rehman
Malik, Advisor to PM on Interior, Shahbaz Bhatti,
Minister for Minorities, Maj Gen (R) Mahmud Ali
Durrani, Advisor on National Security, Qamar Zaman
Kaira, Minister for Kashmir Affairs and Dr Zahir uddin
Babar Awan, Minister for Parliamentary Affairs also
attended the meeting.
On arrival at Prime Minister House the guests were
received by Minister for Parliamentary Affairs Babar
Awan, Qamar Zaman Kaira and other Federal
Ministers.
Prime Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani, who chaired the
conference was flanked by PML(N) Quaid Mian
Nawaz Sharif and JUI(F) chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman.
All along the conference was held in a cordial
atmosphere in which the political leadership put their
weight behind the government and Armed Forces of
the country in tackling the issue with India without
compromising the country's dignity and respect.
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