
Indiatimes | The Times of India | The Economic Times |

Nagpur The Times of India

Advanced Search »

You are here: Home » City » Nagpur

26/11: Kasab hanged to death Nearly four years after the 26/11 Mumbai carnage, Pakistani terrorist Mohammed Ajmal Amir Kasab

was hanged in Yerawada Jail in Pune.
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Judge Tahaliyani ‘true flag-bearer of rule of law’: Supreme
Court
Vaibhav Ganjapure, TNN | Nov 22, 2012, 02.28AM IST

NAGPUR: On a day when Ajmal Kasab, the lone surviving gunman of the 26/11 terror attack,

was hanged, contribution of Justice Madan Laxmandas Tahaliyani cannot be ignored. Justice

Tahaliyani, now posted in the Nagpur bench of the Bombay high court, had delivered a near-

perfect judgement in Kasab case as an additional sessions judge of Greater Mumbai. 

His wordings and citing of various Indian Penal Code sections in Kasab case drew praise from the

Supreme Court. The apex court went on to recommend the trial court records of Kasab's case

dictated by Justice Tahaliyani be included in the curriculum of the National Judicial Authority

and judicial authorities of the different states as a model for criminal trial proceedings. The SC

judges termed him a "true flag-bearer of rule of law in this country". 

"In the course of the hearing, we came to know trial judge Tahaliyani. From the records, he

appears to be a stern, no-nonsense person and a true flag-bearer of the rule of the law in this

country. The manner in which he conducted the trial and maintained the records is exemplary,"

observed the apex court bench of justices Aftab Alam and C K Prasad, which upheld Justice

Tahaliyani's verdict. 
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"We hold that in the facts of the case, the death penalty is the only sentence that can be given to

the appellant. We hold accordingly and affirm the convictions and sentences of the appellant

passed by the trial court and affirmed by the Bombay high court," the SC judges added. 

Even special public prosecutor Ujjwal Nikam lauded Tahaliyani's verdict stating it laid a platform

for death penalty. "The trial was conducted in the fast-track mode by Tahaliyani without a break.

He used to work even on holidays for ensuring a fair trial and his observations were immaculate.

He used to ask pointed questions to witnesses and also handled the accused in a proper manner

even though Kasab used to throw tantrums," Nikam said. 

Justice Tahaliyani started trials of this attack on May 6, 2009, and delivered the judgment within

a year on May 6, 2010, sentencing Kasab to the gallows for killing 148 and injuring over 248. The

high court upheld this verdict on February 21 last year. Kasab, lodged at Mumbai's Arthur Road

Jail, then filed a special leave petition (SLP) in the Supreme Court. 

Justice Tahaliyani was elevated as high court judge on March 18 last year. The top court

confirmed death penalty to Kasab on August 29. The Pakistani-born terrorist filed a mercy plea

with the President's office, which was rejected on November 8. . 

Justice Tahaliyani completed his law degree from Gondia's Natwarlal Maniklal Dalal College and

started practising in 1977. 
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