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Exec played dead to survive ordeal
Swati Deshpande, TNN Nov 30, 2008, 08.54am IST

MUMBAI: 'Uda de kya?'' The words sounded chilling but were said casually . The speaker was holding a
mobile phone in one hand and an AK-47 in the other. A bag carrying, maybe explosives but certainly
grenades, was strapped as a backpack.

A voice on the other side of the phone appeared to have said 'uda do.'' Soon, 17 men and women lined up
against a wall were fired at from less than 5 ft. Most died, a couple of them survived—almost
miraculously—and lived to recall their ordeal.
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At the Oberoi, the tony restaurant Kandahar was nearly packed at 10 pm on Wednesday. It was abuzz with
energy and conversation when a burst of machine-gun fire silenced the room. Ravi Dara, vice-president of
Kirloskar Medical, was one of the diners. That was to be her last dinner , but she didn't know it then.

One of the diners had just stepped out as he became emotional at the mention of a dead friend and stepped
away from the table. As he went past another table, where a Singaporean national was sitting, they heard a
crackling sound.

"What's that? Sounds like firing,'' said somebody. 'Can't be,'' said Bharat Desai, a corporate executive (name
changed) "This is Mumbai. And this is the Oberoi, such things don't happen here.''

Barely had the words been uttered that the firing grew louder. Desai, the Singaporean and two women ran
out to the kitchen. There, they saw two men coming after them. They ran to the service staircase, but the two
caught up and took them upstairs.

"I didn't know where we were. But it seemed like a landing. There were 17 of us. We were being used as
hostages, I thought,'' Desai told his family members.

The attackers, one of whom was about 21 years old and the other 29—both dressed in jeans and green
Tshirts and carrying firearms and backpacks—had more sinister plans. "They asked us to line up against the
landing wall, our hands on the wall facing the wall. Senior solicitor Anand Bhatt was there. Well-known builder
Pankaj Shah of the Satellite Group was there was too."

For Desai and three others, it was a miraculous escape. "Before they opened fire, a woman asked them why
they were doing this. Their immediate reply was, 'apne kya kiya train mein, godhra mein?'" "That was long
ago and what was our fault in that?'' she replied. But this did not impress the two.RELATED ARTICLES
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That's when the telephonic command to open fire was sought and the two terrorists opened fire at one stroke.
They first aimed at the wall and the sound and shock was enough for two persons to collapse and die. A man
next to Desai fell as if he was dead and, taking a cue, so did Desai. Bhatt and Shah hopefully never knew
what hit them. "I fell and pretended to be dead for what felt like an eternity. It was perhaps a couple of hours. I
had fallen on a dead body. Apoorva Parekh, another well-known builder, was injured and also played dead to
survive."

The four moved towards the upper floor and crawled under the first turbine they came across. Their
desperation and fear were palpable by then. They had no clue where they were or whether they would be
safe. They did not dare move and stayed under the cramped space to survive. They drank water that dripped
from the turbine, thoughts racing from their family to their lives.

"It's better we die here than in the hands of the militants,'' they thought. From one corner they managed to see
the NCPA outside. "They put out a thin rod on which one of us tied a shirt. We thought someone would save
see us and come to our rescue if we waved,'' said a person close to one of them. But no one saw it.

It was only on Friday that help arrived in the form of NSG commandos . "They were a Godsend.'' At a south
Mumbai hospital, one of the four was asked to shell out money for the X-ray and scan. "What sort of treatment
is this? asked one of their family members.

Cleaning up

It's not usual for bartenders or housekeeping staff of a five-star hotel to clean bloodstains or dispose of
hundreds of glass panes. But that's exactly what employees of the Trident were busy doing on Saturday, a day
after it was sanitised following the terror attack.

Almost the entire glass facade in the lobby of the Trident was smashed to pieces. On Saturday, some of the
guests came to the hotel to collect their baggage.
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