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Chicago man among victims
of Mumbai attacks

December 01, 2008 | By Jeff Long, Tribune reporter

A Chicago man was among those killed in widespread
terrorist attacks in Mumbai, family members and the
head of his Wisconsin-based company said Sunday.

Sandeep "Sam" Jeswani, 43, of 1400 block of West
Berwyn Avenue in the Andersonville neighborhood,
died during the attacks, according to his wife,
Maribeth, who declined to comment further.

Jeswani's parents moved to Chicago from India when
he was 12, according to Nita Santwani, the wife of
Jeswani's cousin. Jeswani was among those killed at
the Oberoi hotel in Mumbai when gunmen opened fire
Wednesday, Santwani said.

The 60-hour siege across India's financial hub was
carried out by 10 terrorists with alleged ties to rival
Pakistan, and left at least 174 people dead. About 300
were wounded across the city formerly named
Bombay.

Six Americans were among the foreigners killed in the
coordinated shooting rampage, according to The
Associated Press. The dead also included Germans,
Canadians, Israelis and nationals from Britain, Italy,
Japan, China, Thailand, Australia and Singapore, the
wire service said.
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Jeswani's wife said Sunday that she and other family
members in Chicago were grieving and would have no
comment about the attack.

Frederick Robertson, chief executive officer of
TomoTherapy Inc. of Madison also on Sunday
confirmed Jeswani's death and said that Jeswani was
an employee. He had been in India on business,
Robertson said. But citing the wishes of Jeswani's
wife, Robertson declined to comment further.

Founded in 1997, TomoTherapy provides radiation
therapy to cancer patients, according to the company's
Web site.

Jeswani, a naturalized U.S. citizen, was with five other
people eating at the hotel when the gunmen began
shooting, according to Santwani of Fairport, N.Y. Four
others from the group were also killed, she said. "It's a
shock to the whole family," Santwani said.

A college friend described Jeswani as warm-hearted.

"He was the best, most giving person I ever knew,"
said Kory Swanson of Ft. Collins, Colo.

Swanson, who knew Jeswani for 20 years and
described himself as a close friend, also declined to
comment more, citing the family's wish for privacy.

The U.S. State Department would not confirm whether
Jeswani was killed in the attacks, saying it would not
release the names of U.S. citizens killed or injured.
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